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AUSTRALIA TO BID FOR 
2022 


tres to host a World Cup with 


events such as the Currently, 8 spots will be 
the eventual final falling at Confederations Cup or even _ available for respective sides 
Aussie Stadium in Sydney. FIFA’s. World Club — from across the nation. 
SA Chief Executive Apart from Sydney having Championships for the right Seven spots have believed 
John O'Neill has Aussie Stadium, states such 
A sentastern message a8 Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide, 


to hopeful stage a World to have been assured while 
to all fellow sporting codes Melbourne and even the 


GST INCLUSIVE 


By Mark 
Stavroulakis 


Cup. various sides sit in the hope 
At this stage, due to of fighting for the APL’s last 


in Australia, ‘beware nation’s capital have the sta- FIFA’s rotation system spot. 

becanse the round ball diums to equip such an Meant that the earliest Scheduled for a next 

game is coming’. event. Australia could hope for July/August kick-off, a pre 
The former ARU boss has “We have shown via the hosting the World Cup tournament in hopefully this 


hinted that Australia will bid Olympics and the rugby 
for the 2022 World Cup. ‘World Cup that Australians 
With a succession of can host major sporting 
world events including the events,” O'Neill told a busi- 
Sydney 2000 Olympics and ness luncheon hosted by the 
the recent Rugby Union NSW Property Council last 
World Cup, Australia has week. 
certainly been put on the Sponsorships for the sport j= 
world map as being a coun- Will certainly shoot threw the - — - 
try worthy of putting on a fof as any who witnessed ASA Chief Executive John O'Nelll wants Australia to bid for the 2022 
spectacle, the last World Cup in 2002 World Cup. 


miles Sie 2000 ha in Kear Japan rene stranger to staging a major the Union World Cup will be The only way for soccer to 

yee bey avtne porate and media monies CVeut after being the yard- no comparison to Soccer's thrive for greatness in this 
referred to by many as the ist were splurved towards SUCK for organizing the World Cup with more than country would be to. host 
best ever’ Games in the his- ane, Rugby Union World Cup in 350 countries competing for 


would be for the year 2022 

Meanwhile, O’Neill made 
strong claims that the 
Confederations Cup will be 
one event that he hopes the 
sport could hope to host and 
‘marvel as aresult of bringing defunct NSL have issued a 
credibility back to the sport. _ plea to ASA that starting the 

Before the sport can how- tournament in November 
ever hope to stage tourna- would be beneficial for not 
ments of importance such as _ only the players and coaches, 
this, the local game must but for the supporters who 
surely be the first upon will be starved of top flight 
which the new CEO hopes to football for up to a year. 
establish. 


coming November could be 
staged in kick starting the 
new reform process under 
the ASA. 

A number of coaches and 
players from the now 


tory of the Olympics. hosting one of the greatest ‘istrict : 
soeate St a Aa year. spot amongst 32 other differ- 
Facility wise, Australia Sporting events in history. a 
O'NGill would a0 Let’s be honest though, ent sides. 


has the profile in all city cen- 


VIDUKA HOPEFUL FOR ROOS | paeommes repens 


Up and tunider/St George's 
Christian Cevgninj receives 


By Mark Stavroulakis “Our latest indications were that some royal 
= Mark would be available to play for the : Bankstoudh fas 
he familiar face of Australian Socceroos against Turkey and we are 
striker Mark Viduka could be hopeful he will arrive in Australia as 


seen in a Green and Gold jer- 
sey on May 21 when the Socceroos 
meet Turkey in their first of two 
friendly matches between both coun- 
tries. 

Socceroo coach Frank Farina is hope- 
ful that the big number nine will play 
despite injury concems that have ruled 
him out of the now relegated Leeds 
United squad ‘in their final match 
against Chelsea this weekend. 

Back and hamstring problems have 
hammered the strikers willingness to 
take part in what would possibly be his 
final match for the Yorkshire club after 
Leeds were condemned to English First 
Division next season. 

The V-Bomber has been linked to a 
handful of English Premier League and 
Serie A clubs that are currently vying to 
sign the explosive striker. 

To Farima’s delight, Leeds bosses 
stated that they will release Viduka to 
play for the Socceroos against Turkey in 
‘Sydney on May 21 and in Melbourne on 
May 24. 


Socceroo striker Mark Viduka 
will go through a medical test 
before being allowed to take 
part in Australia's friendly clash 

“ against Turkey. 

“We are in the process of contacting 
Mark to ascertain the full extent of 
the injury and until such time as we get 
the full diagnosis we are still 
Planning to name him in the squad on 
Wednesday and are hopeful he will 
play.” 


planned where our medical staff can 
evaluate him.” 

The full Socceroos squad is set to be 
named tomorrow (Wednesday 12 May), 
but Farina did state that the striker will 
fly to Australia first for a medical eval- 
uation before being drafted into his 
squad that will sport a number of our 
Aussie’s currently abroad. 

T’s believed that two to three local 
based players in the now defunct NSL 
could also have a bearing in Farina’s 
final squad. 

The Socceroos play their first match- 
es on home soil for two and half years 
when they face world eup semi finalist 
Turkey at Aussie Stadium in Sydney. 
(Friday 21 May) and Telstra Dome in 
Melbourne (Monday 24 May). 

Farina will be using these two friend- 
ly hit-outs against a high profile Turkish 
squad as preparations for their assault in 
Adelaide for Stage Two of the OFC 
World Cup qualifying series later this 
month. 
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‘ollongong bom and 

bred custodian Justin 

Pasfield is currently 
embarking on a huge European 
experience the Australian bat- 
tles to gain a contract with 
Belgium First Division side 
Charleroi. 

‘The former AIS graduate has 
so far had two weeks with the 
club and his stay could last as 
Tong as three months which 
could ultimately gift the talent- 
ed keeper a precious European 
contract. 


Former AIS graduate 
dustin Pastield is 
currently training with 
Belgium First Division 
side Charleroi and is 
close to winning a 
contract. 


‘The 19-year-old star has one 
thing though that could work 
against him and that is not hay- 
ing an EU passport however his 
mother is from Irish decent and 
the club believes that he has 
more than enough proof that he 
‘can gain a European passport. 

“P've got my sights on mak- 
ing a squad here in Europe and 
also still being in Ange 
Postecogiou’s U20 plans also”, 


kkk 


ts rumoured that talented 

Marconi Stallions stars Nick 

Carle and Michael Thwaite 
are currently on trial with 
English First Division side 
Bamsley. 

‘The talented duo, whom both 
had an impressive year with 
Marconi, have stated that they 
would like to gain that elusive 
green light in playing abroad. 

Bamsley already have an 
Australian on their books in for- 
mer Parramatta Power and 
Sydney United defender Jacob 
Bums. 


tke 


mpoli this year has 
become a haven for many 
‘Australian players and it 

is safe to say that it does have an 
Australian taste in the lovely 
town situated in Tuscany. 

Former AIS striker Dez 
Giraldi is currently on the verge 
of signing a Primavera contract 
with the Italian side while 
Wollongong Wolves defender 
Jacob Timpano last. week 
arrived at Empoli for trials. 

Apart from the . two 
Australians, Frank Lagana cur- 
rently has a further two years 
left on lis contract at Empoli 
while current Young Socceroo 
candidate Nicholas Stavroulakis 
is in negotiations with a new 
contract at the club. 

First team star Vince Grella is 
said to be on the move after this 
year and Fiorentina could well 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


be that team the former Carlton 


star could choose. 
xen 
angers boss Alex 
McLeish has hit back at 
lis skipper, Craig 
Moore, after the Aussie issued a 
quit threat last week. 


Moore has said he will quit 
Rangers if he is unimpressed by 
their summer signings. 

“Tt doesn’t help for the team 
captain to come out with this 
stuff when he is recovering 
from an operation,” McLeish 
told the Daily Express. 

“T would rather he focused 
his energy on retuming 100% fit 
and ready to play at a very high 
standard for us.” 

Eck has already secured the 
services of defenders Jean Alain 
Boumsong (Auxerre) and 
Marvin Andrews (Livingston) 
for next season and is also in 
talks with Wolves midfielder 
Alex Rae. 


ae 


ussie striker Scott 

McDonald has agreed 

terms with Motherwell 
on a two-year contract, 

The Australia U23 interna- 
tional joined Motherwell mic 
season after _captaining 
Australia U20 at last year’s 
World Championships in the 
UAE. 

McDonald, who was with 
Wimbledon earlier this season, 
has impressed Motherwell boss 
Terry Butcher enough to 
become one of the first senior 
players to be handed new terms 
at Fir Park. 

“Y'm delighted to be putting 
down roots here at 
Motherwell,” McDonald told 
tribalfootball.com. 

“J actually had bigger offers, 
but after talking with my agents, 
Lou Sticca and Dave 
‘McPherson, and also my Dad, 
T’m convinced this is the best 
place for me to develop my 
game, 

“t's been a great second-half 
of the season for me. Basically, 
since I joined Lou Sticca’s sta- 
ble, I've been able to get some 
stability into my career and this 
contract is evidence of that. I’m 
now achieving what I’ve been 
trying to do since I joined 
Southampton a couple of years 
ago’- playing regular first team 
football at a strong club. 

“It's been great working for 
the gaffer and T aim to get a 
strong preseason under my belt 
so I can really give next season 
my absolute best.” 

McDonald’s agent, Lou 
Sticca, also said: “Scott's 
agreed to sign a two-year con- 
tract with Motherwell, despite 
getting a bigger offer from 
another SPL club. 

That shows how much the 
club has rubbed off on him. He 
loves it there and is determined 
to keep moving forward. 

“Dave McPherson and I have 
been talking with Ian Stillie at 
Motherwell and both parties are 
pleased with the agreement. The 
forms have been drawn up and 
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is just waiting for Scott to put 
pen to paper.” 


week 


ources close to relegated 
S Serie A club Ancona 

believe that Socceroo 
Simon Colosimo can do enough 
in winning a first grade contract 
for the new year. 

Currently on trial, Colosimo 
will be boosted with the news 
that the club will not re-sign 
four big players for next season 
due to their fall from the main 
stage. 

Colosimo has been training 
hard this past week in impress- 
ing scouts at Ancona. 


we KK 
Munich 
1 striker Paul 
Agostino 
has admitted he’d be interested 
in a move to Adelaide United, 
but not for a few years yet. 

“{ don’t think my body could 
take the punishment of playing 
in the Bundesliga (the German 
Teague) when I’m 33 or 34,” he 
told The Advertiser. “It would 
be nice to come back to 
Adelaide for a few seasons 
before I retire, that’s what I’m 
planning.” 


cK Kw 


Basel manager 
Christian Gross _ has 
revealed an offer from 


Borussia Monchengladbach has 
arrived for winger Scott 
Chipperfield. 

‘The Australia international 
only signed a new contract with 
the Swiss outfit this season and 
Gross said, “We've received an 
enquiry from Ms’nchenglad- 
bach for Scott Chipperfield, but 
‘we are not prepared to discuss a 
transfer, “He is too important 
for our future.” 

‘Chippers’ has made a huge 
impact with FC Basel since his 
sign on from NSL club the 
‘Wollongong Wolves. 

Chipperfield has settled in 
rather well with FC Basel and 
has become one of the side’s 
crowd favourites. 


tek * 


ussie defender Con 

Blatsis is resurrecting 

Jhis carver at St Patrick’s 
Athletic. 

The former Australia U23 
international joined St Pat’s last 
month after gaining a release 
from Turkish club Kocaelispor. 

Blatsis was recommended to 
St Pat’s coach Eamon Collins 
by former Derby County boss 
Jim Smith. 

The current Pompey No2 
worked with Blatsis at Pride 
Park and also knows Collins 
from their days together at 
Fratton Park. 

Along with Derby, Blatsis 
also had a spell at Sheffield 
Wednesday before moving to 
Turkey last year. 


are 


‘van Ergic is nearing a return 
to the playing arena for 
Swiss champions FC Basel. 

‘The former Perth Glory mid- 
fielder was called up for the 
mid-week friendly —_with 
‘Muttenz only to declare himself 
unavailable on the eve of the 
game saying it was too early for 
his to return to match action. 

“I must take it slow and be 
patient,” he told the official 
Basel website. The past eigh- 
teen months have been a very 
difficult time for Ergic whose 
last outing was the November 
2002 Champions League clash 
with Manchester United. 

The following month he had 
an operation to fix 2 niggling 
groin problem, and just as Ergic 
was about to made his come- 
back he was struck down by 
glandular fever which prevented 
him from training until only 
recently. 


kkk * 


Australian Under 
20 and Wollongong 
Wolves midfielder Dustin 
Wells is currently trialing with 
FC Basel in Switzerland and 
scored the winning goal in a 
recent trial game against SV 
Muttenz. 

Scott Chipperfield is current- 
ly starting at Basel and it has 
come to the attention that 
Wollongong has created some 
kind of stable with the Swiss 
club. 


Wollongong Wolves 
youngster Jacob Timpano 
Is yet another Aussie star 

tralning with Serie A’s 
Empoli in their Primavera 
squad. 


Wells is currently vying for a 
spot in the-Olyroo squad and 
believes that gaining a contract 
overseas would strengthen his 
chances, 


kkk 


ribalfootball.com reposts 
Ts Australian Under 20. 

defender Nikolai Topor- 
Stanley is trialing with FSV 
Mainz 05, who currently have 
fellow Aussie Abroad 
Christophe Teinert on their 
books. 

‘The former Canberra Deakin 
youth product has impressed 
FSV Mainz and could be close 
to signing a professional con- 
tract in the next few weeks-it 
was stated, 


x Xk. 


ristol City manager 
B Danny Wilson wants 

more co-operation from 
football authorities after Luke 
Wilkshire returned from inter- 
national duty with an Achilles 
problem. 

The 22-year-old has been a 
regular in City’s promotion 
push but is a doubt for the trip to 
Barnsley after playing 90 min- 
utes in the Australia Under-23s’ 
1-0 defeat in Tunisia on 
Wednesday. 

“Tam angry because this situ- 
ation was avoidable,” Wilson 
told the club’s official website. 
“Managers up and down the 
country are reluctant to release 
players for friendly internation- 
als and this shows why. 

“All we ask for is a little con- 
sideration from the international 
managers involved at a crucial 
time in our season. Australia 
know all about Luke and surely 
45 minutes would have been 
enough for him to play in a 
friendly.” 

He added: “As well as the 
injury, Luke has had two long 
flights this week, which can be 
draining, We will certainly be 
making our feelings clear to the 
relevant authorities, but what 
good it will do, who knows?” 


wee 


jony Vidmar has run away 
T= Cardiff City’s annu- 
al awards after a stand 

out season for the Bluebirds, 

‘The former Rangers defender 
was named Player of the Year 
by City players, supporters and 
the Cardiff Valley RAMS, as 
well as being chosen as the 

Bluebirds Down Under's best 
‘new signing. 


“It’s unbelievable,” said 


Vidmar. “I've never won a 
Player of the Year title before 
and now all this at once,” 


City’s annual awards. 
night. 

Cardiff boss Lennie 
Lawrence paid tribute to 
‘Vidmar, saying: “Tony is 33 and 
only missed one game this sea. 
son. 

“And that was because of a 
suspension and that’s amazing, 
He's a top-class example of a 
professional footballer” 
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LICENSE TO SELECT TALENT - CHRIS TANNER 


By Joe Russo 


ne of Australia’s 
leading player 
agents, Chris 


Tanner of Zenith Football 
‘Management, has outlined 
the value of having a 
licensed player agent for 
players who are thinking of 
negotiating and signing 
contracts. 

Speaking on Sunday Night 
Soccer on radio 98.5 FM 
(every Sunday in NSW at 
10.00pm) Tanner used the 
analogy of a parent choosing 
what to do with a sick child. 

“L use the following analo- 
gy as a parent,” Tanner told 
listeners. “If your child has 
appendicitis, you have the 
choice of a doctor or a faith 
healer.“ 

Tanner is a well-known 
campaigner for regulation in 
the industry. As an experi- 
enced soccer person who has 
held numerous’ positions in 
the code, including that of 
NSW Soccer Federation 
Marketing Manager, Tanner 
has seen a lot in the industry 
and knows the pitfalls. 

“There are a lot of unli- 
censed agents around but you 


don’t have to be a licensed 
agent to manage a player,” 
‘Tanner said. “However, the 
difference is that an unli- 
censed agent can’t do all the 
things that 2 licensed agent 
can do. 

“For iastance if a club has- 
n't paid your wages a 
licensed agent can go to a 
national association to chase 
your wages, whereas an unli- 
censed can’t.” 

Tanner explained that 
under FIFA regulations it is 
extremely important, for 
both players and officials, to 
be familiar with the rules and 
regulations in such a com- 
plex industry, 

“The onus is on you as a 
player or a club official to 
make sure that, if you are 
dealing with an unlicensed 
agent, FIFA. regulations are 
not breached,” he said. 

“Things have changed so 
much in the last ten years. It 
is a fairly complex industry 
with a lot of rules and regula- 
tions that need to be known. 

“Tf parents or players need 
to know who are the licensed. 
agents, then the best thing to 
do is go to the Australian 
Soccer Association website 


and find out.” 

‘Tanner outlined that the 
industry is not all that it often 
appears to be. Player agents 
are often not earning a great 
deal of money. In fact, it has 
been the opposite in recent 
times for most involved. 

‘The poor state of the game 
domestically in recent years 
and the saturation of the 
player agents market in 
Australia, have all combined 
to ensure minimal returns. 

“We are not all running 
around in a Ferrari,” Tanner 
told listeners on 98.5 FM, a 
tadio station he was once 
closely associated with in his 
days as NSW Soccer 
Federation Marketing 
Manager. 


In the mid 1990's the 
NSW Premier League, then 
called the NSW Super 
League, was broadcast live 
‘on 98.5 FM on Sunday after- 
noon and Tanner, along with 
Stuart Jones, Micky Brock 
and Steve Copping, hosted 
the Thursday night discus: 
sion show on soccer. 

“We have got some thirty 
agents in Australia at the 
moment and the general view 
is that it is too many. Some 


SOCCER REF QUITS 
OVER HEADSCARF ROW 


‘over a Muslim player's headscarf had 

stepped aside while the Victorian 
Soccer Federation investigates the incident, 
the federation's head said in Melbourne 
today, 

Victorian Soccer Federation (VSF) chief 
executive Damien Bown said the referee, 
Michael Hatzikonstantinos, voluntarily stepped 
aside as the VSF examined the April 25 inci- 
dent. 

Afifu Saad plays for the South Melboume 
Women's Soccer Club wearing a headscarf and 
Tong track pants, in accordance with her reli- 


"Tiers erst 


gion. 

At an Anzac Day game between the South 
Melbourne and Keilor Park women's soccer 
clubs, Mr Hatzikonstantinos asked her to. 
remove her scarf. 

Ms Saad refused, and the game was post- 
poned after a delay. 

The investigation took place while the 
player and referee entered confidential con- 


{you have yet to parchase your tickets for 
the much anticipated friendly match 

‘Australia and Turkey later this 
month, then something must seriously be 
wrong. 

Friday 21 May, Aussie Stadium will play host 
to the Roos first friendly match for quite some 
time now on Australian soil against a hot Turkish 
side full of European stars. 

Frank Farina will be one lucky coach as he 
should have a full ist of his players minus Harry 
Kewell (ankle operation) and Kevin Muscat 
(jure) for this match. 

‘Watching the likes of Marco Bresciano, Stan. 
Lazaridis, Mark Viduka, Mark Schwarzer, Lucas 
‘Neil is surely enough to make you want to get to 
this match. 

If that’s not enough, Turkey are expected to 
bring superstars Hakan Suker, Emre, Recber 
Rustu and Umit Davala which will certainly 
bring out the Turkish community. 

‘Monday 24 May, the Telstra Dome in 


LET THE BATTLE BEGIN 


ciliation before an independent party as soon 
as possible, Mr Bown said. 

“Hee has made what I believe is a courageous 
and correct decision to voluntarily offer to stand 
aside from active refereeing until this issue is 
resolved,” Mr Bown said, 

“He will do so until this has been resolved.” 

‘There were “extremely diverse” witness 
accounts of the incident, Mr Bown said. 

There was confusion over what Mr 
Hatzikonstantinos said to Ms Saad, and the 
intent of tliose remarks, Mr Bown said. 

The initial corifrontation concerned the 
colour of Ms Saad's scarf, he said. 

‘The referee would have allowed Ms Saad to 
play on the day but Ms Saad and her team felt 
they could not play, Mr Bown said, 

It he retumed to the game, Mr 
Hatzikonstantinos will not be dropped from 
‘South Melbourne matches, Mr Bown said. 

“If the outcome is that the referee is in a posi- 
tion to continue to referee, be very clear there 
will be no discrimination,” he said. 


‘Melbourne will to have the opportunity to. wit- 
ness this exciting clash that the Roos will use as 
practice before their opening OFC clash with the 
Kiwis on the 29 May. 

Expect to see a game played with guts and 
glory as both sides are renowned for their skills 
but also their spirit in wanting to win any ball at 
all costs. 

‘Tt might be a friendly but rest assured, there 
will be no friends when thc 22 players enter the 
pitch, 

ABSW will be at both Sydney and Melbourne 
‘venues covering the game in full detail along 
with photos and statistics, 

‘Remember, soccer supporters have so far been 
starved of football, with this intemational fixture 
on our hands, it has surely added a footballing 
fixture to our not so busy calendar, 

Australia y Turkey, 2 game that must not be 
missed by any real soccer fan, tickets are on sale 
now from Ticketek in Sydney and Tickeumaster 
in Melbourne. 


are init fair dinkum full-time 
and there.are others that we 
call ‘gold prospectors’ 


because they are hanging in 
there hoping to see the next 
Hary Kewell or Mark 
Viduka,” he said. 


“We have just gone 
‘through an NSL where play- 
er wages were at all time low 
and when players aren’t 
eaming money, you can be 
guaranteed that their agents 
aren’t either.” 


Soccer Agent Chris Tanner. 


Tanner was also asked 
about how he saw the current 
‘state of Australian soccer, 
especially in light of the 
uncertainty surrounding the 
new league which is due to 
kick off in some 15 months. 


Like many others, he too 
expressed concer that jobs 
will be lost and that it was 
hard to make business deci- 
sions hased on the unknown. 

“There is a lot of rubbish 
that has appeared in cettain 


sections of the print media,” 
he said. “We are all still sit- 
ting in the dark and it is all 
just speculation at this 
stage.” 

“T was just getting com- 
fortable with ten teams and 
now we are told they'll be 
cight. The biggest fear is that 
jobs will be taken away from 
players. Hopefully the ASA. 
will give us something very 
soon.” 

So bow are the players 
coping? A lot has been made 
about the long delay between 
the old NSL ending and the 
new league beginning. Will 
the new league be able to 
attract the best players 
because so many are heading 
overseas searching for green- 
er pastures? Tanner says it is 
not all doom and gloom, 

“Ttis not as bad as a lot of 


iateeteseee ss 


the doomsayers would let 
you think. There are opportu- 
nities in Asia and there are a 
lot of boys trialling overseas. 
It is not hurting the players 
too badly.” Tanner said. 

“As far as employment 
goes a lot of players have 
dropped back to the state 
leagues and when the winter 
seasons are over here, we'll 
start to hear more about 
which clubs are in the new 
national league. 

“We will then start to see 
some contracts being signed 
and maybe even as early as 
August. I would like to think 
that by late October 75% of 
new contracts will be done 
and dusted.” 

Sunday Night Soccer airs 
weekly at 10.00pm every 
‘Sunday on radio 98.5 FM in 
NSW. 


THE COACH NEEDS — 


YOUHERE. 


SOCCEROOS VS TURKEY 


FRIDAY 21 MAY, AUSSIE STADIUM — MONDAY 24 MAY, TELSTRA DOME 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


Tickets for Game One at Aussie Stadium, Sydney from Ticketek on (G2) 9266 4800 or at www.ticketek.com 
Tickets for Game Two at Telstra Dome, Meibourie from Ticketmaster? on 1300 138122 or at wwew.licketmaster?.com 


FIFA WORLD CUP 2006. BRING IT ON. 


AUSSIE 
STADIUM 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 11, 2004 


Kossie Wants 


ann, 


Adelaide United coach John Kosmina has urged 


the ASA to start the pre-APL competition in 
November this year. 


delaide United 
coach John 
osmina has called 
for the Australian Soccer 
Association to bring for- 
ward the proposed ‘soft! 
league - currently sched- 
uled for kick-off in 
January or February 2005 
~ to November. 

Kosmina is concerned 
with the long lay-off 
between the end of the 2003- 
04 season and the new eight- 
team mini competition, 
which will decide Australia's 
representative for the 2005 
FIFA World Club 
Championship. 


"If the teams are in place 
then I cant see why we 
couldn't start in November," 
Kosmina told Adelaide's The 
Advertiser, 

"| understand we need to 
give Frank Lowy (ASA 
chairman) and, John O'Neill 
(CEO) the time to get the 
league up and running but 
we should try for an earlier 
start. 

With the Australian 
Premier League set for 
August 2005, the ‘soft! 
league will be the Australian 
game's first elite competition 
since the 2004 Grand Final 
on April 4. 


"Waiting almost 12 
months from the end of last 
season to the next is an awful 
Jong time and a big risk in 
my opinion,” Kosmina 
added. 


A number of Perth Glory 
players have joined West 
Australian Premier League 
sides to continue playing 
during the enforced break 
while Asia has also attracted 
former National Soccer 
League stars including 2004 
NSL Player of the Year Ante 
Milicic. 

However, not all of 
Kosmina's 23-man squad 
will be playing in the off- 
season, 

"That's a big concern as 
coach, not having some of 
your players involved in the 
intervening period,” he said. 
"Then there is the issue of 
the level of competition for 
those who have managed to 
find a [South Australian 
Premier League] club.” 

Meanwhile- Adelaide 
United coach John Kosmina 
says he is undecided about 
signing prolific goalscorer 
Damian Mori to his team in 
the new Australian Premier 
Soccer League for next year. 

Mori was released from 
his contract with Perth Glory 


at the end of last season and 
has signed for five years 
with Adelaide City in the 
local South Australian 
league. 

Mori was the club's lead- 
ing scorer in each of his four 
years with Perth. 

Kosmina said Adelaide 
could have done with his 
scoring ability and experi- 
ence last season. 

But he added there were 
other things to weigh up. 

“There's no point in hav- 
ing a great player that is dif- 
ficult, not saying that 
Damian fits into that situa- 
tion, but by the same token, 
someone with a better atti- 
tude that has less ability 
might fit into the overall 
make-up of the team as well, 
that's how I look at it from a 
coaching point of view,” 
Kosmina said. 

But Kosmina said the club 
had already had discussions 
with Mori. 

The Australian Soccer 
Association has confirmed a 
team from Adelaide will be 
in the new competition from 
next year and after the out- 
standing success of Adelaide 
United in its first season, it is 
almost certain to take the 
position. 


VSF'S HOT PROPERTY 


VSF chief executive Damian Brown 


is to be getting young players ready to 


he Victorian Soccer 
Federation last week was con- 


tacted by more than 30 groups 
and individuals that were keen on 
playing a cameo performance in the 
new club’s bid. to venture in the 
Australian Premier League, 
Scheduled for a pre-tournament hit- 
out in as early as November, the 
Victorian sector has been narrowed 
down to just three sides after traditional 
NSL club South Melbourne faced finan- 
cial uncertainty. 


stated to “The Age’ last week that there 
were a number of potential sources that 
arose in the past month via government 
sponsors, manufactures and apparel 
producers. 

After SOCCER NSW’s bid in putting 
through a club in the APL, the VSF 
jumped on the bandwagon and suggest- 
ed that they would do the same thing. 

“We are very interested in where the. 
APL sits within the strategic direction 
of the ASA — whether its main purpose 


play for the Socceroos or whether it is 
designed to be the next best thing a 
Player can achieve in his* career, apart 
from playing in one of the big overseas 
roles,” Brown stated to “The Age”. 

Brown’s idea was shared by VSF 
chairman Manny Galanos who stated 
that if the Australian soccer market 
gains the attention and promotion it 
deserves, then the global soccer market 
tums out to be the winner. 


VIC STARS 


on Boutsianis, Joe Spiteri and 

George Gontzioulis have failed in 

their attempt to challenge the 
Victorian Soccer Federation's (VSF) trans- 
fer system - effectively ruling them out of 
the game until next year. 

"I'm devastated," Goutzioulis was quoted 
as saying by the Herald Sun. 

"Playing soccer is the only job I know. I've 
gota mortgage and my only option is to goon 
the dole.” 

With the National Soccer League drawing 
to.anend in April 2004, the VSF agreed to let 
South Melboume and Melbourne Knights 
players transfer to Victorian Premier League 
(VPL) clubs - with a limit of four per team. 

However, the VSF did not make a provi- 
sion for players wanting to join State League 
clubs - the league below the VPL - or NSL 
players from clubs outside of Melbourne. 

Acting on bebglf of Boutsianis, 
Goutzioulis and Spiteri, the Professional 
Footballer’s Association (PFA) lodged a com- 
plaint against the VSF for restraint of trade, 

However, the Supreme Court ruled against 
the trio, Chief Justice Marilyn Warren back- 
ing the VSF's right to follow its charter. 

"They may bé deprived of playing for 
some months but the circumstances they find 
themselves in are largely of their own mak- 
ing,” Justice Warren said. 

The players have missed the April 30 
deadline to join a VPL club. 

"The strain and pressure this places on 
Joe's, George's and Con's professional life 
and family life is potentially devastating,” 
PFA Chief Executive Rob Anderson said. 

"We have taken every conceivable step to 
shield the players from this unprecedented 
upheaval in the game but unfortunately the 
focus is not on the welfare of the guys whose 
playing skills will ultimately make a new 
league successful." 

The decision of the Supreme Court of 
Victoria handed down in favour of the 
Victorian Soccer Federation (VSF) preserves 
the integrity of the VSF competitions and the 
rules and regulations. ; 

‘The landmark decision reaffirms that there 
are avenues for players to transfer within the 


November start G45) 3:):\a1 53 


Enigmatic midfielder George 

Goutzioulls could join the dole as 

the VSF decided against his will to 

Play in the Victorian State League 

alongside Con Boutsianis (left) and 
Joe Spiteri. 
ules, In this case the players involved chose 
to challenge the existing rules and regula- 
tions, 

Damien Bown, VSF Chief Executive said 
the decision was not a victory for the VSF but 
an unfortunate day for soccer, 

“The VSF laments the use of the courts for 
any reason involving our wonderful game. 
We will always strive to use everything with- 
in our realm to reach an outcomie and we will 
continue to do so as we keep our eyes fixed 
on our vision to see soccer become the num- 
ber one sport in this country.” 

“The VSF is pleased that above everything 
the integrity of the rules and regulations and 
of our competitions. remain intact. ” 

“We have stood by our rules and regula- 
tions that protect the interests of all VSF 
stakeholders, which includes clubs, players 
and the public who depend on the VSF to act 
in the best interest of the game.” 

“We continue to: be excited about the 
future of soccer in this country, as we nurture 
the burgeoning growth of soccer in Victoria.” 


Knights Academy on a high 


‘elbourne Knights 
Academy squad 
have returned 


from a magnificent tour of 
Europe. 

The Knights enjoyed an 
outstanding campaign, 
which saw them compete 
against teams from Italy, 
Portugal, Spain and Croatia. 

The youngsters, which 
were mainly U18 players, 
played in the Mediterranean 
International Trophy at 
Barcelona, with a 1-1 draw 
against Espanyol youths and 
anarrow semi-final defeat by 
Atletico Madrid being the 
highlights. 

In Italy, the Knights com- 


peted in the "Trofeo Citta di 
Arezzo’ and thrashed the 
youth team of Serie A 
Perugia 6-1. 

Victories were 
also secured 
against Serie C 
Arezzo (3-1) 
and Serie B 
Torino (2-1), 

De gelie: 
Melbourne 
youngsters 
were also 
invited to play Perugia's 
U21 team and narrowly lost 
2-1. But managed to defeat 
Ancona's youths 2-1. 

Such was the impression 
the Knights players made in 


Italy that several have been 
invited for trials next season. 

The tour concluded in 
Split, where the Knights 
defeated Hajduk Split 


Knights 
f) Academy squad 
y/ wowed many 
Ttalian scouts 
especially one 
side that asked 
that a number of 
them would be on the club’s 
books next season, 

Serie Cl Arezzo asked 
five of the squad to trial with 
a View to winning permanent 
contracts, 
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Jose Vasques, Omar 
Ayache, Lester Abalos, 
Fikret Husanovic and Haris 
Hrbovae were all contacted 
by Arezzo about tests at the 
Ttalian club. 

Meanwhile Victorian 
youngsters Ross Napoli and 
Goran Petrovic were given 
trials by Serie A Perugia - 
where Aussie” goalkeeper 
Zeljko Kalac is on the books. 

‘Ancona, whose youth 
team was thrashed 6-1 by the 
Knights, are interested in 
Dario Matkovic, while 
Michael Fiorenza is current- 
ly trialling with Serie B 
Cesena, 


Glory chairman 
‘Nick Tana says he 
refuses to be intimi- 


dated by threats of legal 
action over a debt relating 
to the club's new sta~ 
dium. 


The Vincent Town 
Council. has given 
Glory until the end of 
the week to pay the 
$190,000 debt or face 
legal action. 

Mr Tana said the 
debt could be resolved 


Glory NOT in debt 


within days if agreement 
could be reached on the 
management of the stadium. 

He said the club had been. 
losing money for the last 


four seasons, in the lead-up 
to the new national league, 
and expected to lose more 
than $1 million this year. 
“As far as I'm concerned 
that's an investment for 
the future," he said. 
"Yes, we have lost 
money. But to say 
Perth Glory's in finan- 
cial difficulty is both 
irresponsible and stu- 
~ pid." 


Everton's Aussie tour in doubt 


nglish Premier 
League side 
‘Everton's planned 


tour of Australia may be 
cancelled because of financ- 


The Merseyside club were 
hoping to take part in a pre- 
season tournament in Perth set 
for July. 

Everton would have left 


England on July 12 and played 
four gemes in the. mini-com- 
petition But club chiefs need 
to resolve some financial com- 
plications before giving the 
tour the green light 

With many ex-Pats living in 
Western Australia, bringing 
Everton to Subiaco would 
have been a sell-out surely. 


FANS VENT ANGER 
AT TICKET PRICES 


yduey fans are angry at the prives for 
tickets for this month’s two-match 
series between Australia and Turkey. 

Fans are being asked to pay $97 (adults) and 
$67 (children) for seats on the sides of the 
ground and $67 and $40 for seats behind the 
goals. 

“They are kidding, surely?” said Larry Grant, 
the president of the Sydney south-western sub- 
urbs-based Southern Districts Soccer Football 
Association. 

He also told the Australian; “The prices are 
outlandish, ridiculous and outrageous. I don’t 
know how they can justify them when. they 
don’t even know the make-up of the Socceroos 
squad. 


Reliving A Full Socceroo House: A packed 
MCG before the 99 World Cup qualifier 


between the Socceroos and Iran, 

“We already know Harry Kewell isn’t com- 
ing, although | still wouldn't pay $97 even if he 
was, How many more are going to pull out? The 
ASA supposedly wants to get people to go to 
the soccer, but that isn’t going to happen while 
they are charging those sort of exorbitant prices. 
“You would not believe the number of com- 
plaints I’ve received Some of these people have 
sent emails to the ASA and have had no 


response. 
“T think the ASA has lost touch with the 
grass roots ... the mums and dads who simply 
cannot afford to fork out the sort of money they 
are asking.” 
Grant said he was “concerned that kids were 
being denied the chance to see international 


HE ‘Bobby Charlton Soccer 

Clinics’ launched last month on 

the South Coast of NSW, saw just 
over 150 enthusiastic pupils enrol. 

The youngsters’ level of skills greatly 
impressed the coaches that came to 
Australia from the U.K. to instruct the 
young students on the finer points of the 
code. 

‘The skills test was a close one with 
Graeme Smith (age 12) from Bossley Park 
being declared as the ultimate winner. 

Graeme now will be off to the UK in 
November to compete in the World Skills 
Test as the fabulous supér-star of Real 
Madrid David Beckham once did as a 


Bobby Chariton Soccer 
Clinics A Real Success 


football”. 

“A coach can’t possibly take the kids to see 
the Socceroos because it is out of their reach at 
those prices,” he said. 

‘A recent survey during last Sunday morn- 
ing’s “The World Game’ on SBS stated that over 
90% of the public thought that the ticket prices 
were alarmingly large and that a price drop was 
needed in order for both Sydney and Melbourne 
‘venues to fill. 

Ttis a known reason that to attract both large 
venues plus the expenses of both the Turkish 
and Socceroo parties, a high price was expected. 
but many parents especially have felt that spe- 
cial consideration must have taken place. 

Ttis not known whether or not the Australian 
Soccer Association are set to plunge ticket 
prices, however if sales remain dormant 
then a drop in price should be at stake. 

This though could cause an uproar as fans 
who have already purchased tickets for this 
exciting encounter could ask for expected 
|| refunds if price sales fall. 

‘The latest news from the Socceroos camp 
has it that star striker Mark Viduka is on the 

B) cards in playing against the Turks later this 
A month. 

‘Although being ruled out through injury 
and suspension for Leeds United, the V- 
Bomber was given the all clear from the 
Yorkshire side. 

Apart from Viduka, the Roos minus Kewell, 
are expected to field a:strong line-up as will 
their European opponents Turkey. 

Having been starved of international football 
in Australia for more than 3 years, the Roos 
home-coming will be a great chance to sport our 
stars after their extensive seasons at their 
respective domestic clubs from across the 
globe, 

Australian-Turkish communities from both 
Sydney and Melbourne are expected to be in 
full-force with the news from their home-lands 
that a star-studded line-up is expected to arrive 
in Australia for the Roos clash, 


youngster. 

The ‘B.C.S.S. Staff are pleased with the 
response of all the parents and children and 
are now already taking advance bookings 
for the July and October School Holiday 
Clinics. 

The Bobby Charlton Soccer Schools 
cater for all children: 


1.. 4-5 years old cost is $60 for 
3x2 hour sessions 

2.. 6-16 years of age cost is $120 for 
3x4 hour sessions 


For all future bookings please call Chris 
on 0419 483 970. 


Skills Test Winner Graeme Smith with left to right Ryan Duffy coach, 
Jan Bateman coach / owner, Chris Claderbank-Park coach / owner. 


ABSW (8) 


| Johnny Warren's Charity Golf Day 


alling all sports- 
minded people living 
in NSW to join for- 
mer Australian World Cup 
captain Johnny Warren for 
a glorious Charity Golf Day, 
already organised for 
Thursday 27th May 2004 
and to be played at 
Jamberoo, just 9 kilometres 


_ West of the Coastal township 


of Kiama, 

You do not haye to be a 
‘Slamming Sammy Snead’, 
Jack Nicklaus or even a Tiger 
Woods. 

Just grab your clubs and 
head down, to, glorious 
Jamberoo for a fantastic fun 
day with fellow sports person- 
alities, 

‘Mr Ross Warren, licensee 
of the historic local Jamberoo 
Pub, together with a syndica- 
tion of Sponsors, have banded 
together to stage a ‘Charity 
Golf Day’ to be played on the 
Tocal lush links of picturesque 
Jamberoo, 


Jamberoo Pub & Jamberoo Golf Club 


Invite you toa 
Charity Golf Day 
with Johnny Warren 


at 
Jamberoo Golf Club Thursday 27th May 
Hit-Off 10am 


Proceeds to Sydney National Cancer Foundation for Cancer Research 


= 4 Ball Ambrose Teams — shotgun start 
+ AGU & LGU Handicaps — otherwise men 18 ladies 36 max 
* Ist prize **Best net score (handicap) 
** Best scratch score 
© Nearest the pins « Best second shot on par 4 * Novelties & prizes galore 


Donation $50.00 includes round of Golf, Lunch & Drinks Bookings: 
Ross Warren (02) 423 60 270 — Home 02 423 60 119, Fax: (02) 423 60 870 
Vehicle parking at Pub or Golf Course 
Please meet at Golf Club entrance (opposite PO.) @ 10am 


(Ito 1) Three of Australia’s five all-time Soccer greats, former Australian World Cup legends, Ray Baartz, 


For an all inclusive package 
donation of $50:00, each play- 
erreceives his Golf fees, lunch 
plus all drinks. 

Al proceeds raised will go 
towards the ‘Sydney National 
Cancer Foundation’. 

Already almost 100 sports- 
men have signed up for this 
fun-filled day. 

Join former Australian 
World Cup Captain Johnny 
Warren with many other for- 
mer and current Internationals 
fora round of Golf on the lush 
Tinks of Jamberoo Golf Club. 

Many former internationals 
will be attending this marvel- 
ous and nostalgic day includ- 
ing former internationals 
Johnny Watkiss, Ray Bartz, 
Dougie Utjesenovic, Georgie 
Harris and Jimmy Fraser. 

Forma team of four, fill out 
the form below and fax to the 
address shown. 

Don’t miss it. Be There. 

Fax your Entries today, 

Single players are also most 
welcomed. Tee-off has been 
set down for 10am sharp. 
Plenty of-free. parking avail- 
able. 

DON’T BE LATE. 


Johnny Watkiss and Johnny Warren. 


PLEASE FORWARD TO —_—=&R.V. WARREN 

JAMBEROO PUB, 

12 ALLOWRIE STREET, 

JAMBEROO ... 25535 OR 
PHONE (02) 42-360270 

Fax: (02) 425 60 870 

Email: warroo@speedlink.com 

NO LATER THAN 20-5-04 


Player No.1... 
Player No.2 . 


Player No.3 . Epi 
Player NA ci. «aise ds isste3: 


NAME OF TEAN ..... 


PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT — CHEQUE — MONEY ORDER OR. 
BANKCARD — DONATION $50.00 P,P, 


CREDIT CARD TYPE. 
NUMBER 

EXP. DATE. 

NAME ON CARD 
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Local Soccer Attraction — 
Several more NSL soccer stars, 
quality performers as such no 
although-runs, have joined or are 
eying the Illawarra Premier 
League as a promising spring- 
board to shine in soccer, much to 
the delight of the fans who are 
eagerly looking forward to watch 
well known soccer players. 

Alvin Ceccoli, Parramata 
Power captain and former Wolves 
champion player, an outstanding 
defender, has signed with Premier 
League club Dapto, joining his 


striker. Lance Barrie, a promising 
midfield players has signed with 
Bulli. 

Michael Blain, an outstanding 
sweeper as well as midfield 
schemer Ian Hall have both signed 
with Helensburgh playing first 
grade. 


Matthew Gordon, an exception- 
al midfield player has signed with 
Balgownie Rangers 

All these players can only 
strengthen local soccer. The 
majority of the Wolves youngsters 
who took part in the overseas 


the next, 


restraints. 


Playing strength makes the 
work and success easier for club 
coaches depending on financial 
support received. 

Some coaches have to work 
with young players under budget 


Itis always difficult to achieve 
positive results under adverse con- 
ditions and clubs need to. be 
patient, looking to the future. 


enjoying fame and fortune, others 
are struggling from one game to 


TER ele) BAGH VicTorian Premier Leacue 


2003-04 


1Balleen Zebras SC 
2.Oakleigh Cannons SC 
3.Frankston Pines SC 
4.Green Gully Cavaliers SC 
5.St Albans Saints $C 
6.Preston Lions SC 
7.Altona Magic SC 
8.Bssendon Royals SC 
9.Whittlesea Stallions SC 


He RVEananri sg 
KH eernrnercnng 


Sern eLeeLnuunn 


S 


Round 12 Results 


Bentleigh Greens... 


I Essendon Royels ... 3 


(faughan Coveny, Michael 
Curcij, Steven Pace) 

Green Gully . 2.0... 1 
(Brendon Vassallo) 


pest coach Stuart Beedie. That adventure are still eligible to play Centenary Book Available 10.Fawkner Blues SC 
makes the club very competitive in junior soccer with the club’s Historian Neville Arrowsmith has 1L.Knox City SC 
in games to come. U/IT’s or U/18's. completed 100 years of Illawarra 12,Bentleigh Greens SC 
Shane Lyons, Wolves energetic soccer 1903 to 3003, 
fire brand, is going to join Coaching Today, gone The first sample was viewed at 5 
Tarrawanna much to the delight of Tomorrow — . the March Centenary Dinnerat the  OaKleigh Cannons .2 
coach Phil Carr who will be hop- The fate of a soccer cluh coach —_Fratemity club. nice ceey Ae Mattes) 
ing the speedy newcomer will hinges on results, winning is Fawkner Blues 4: 
bring much needed improvement everything, otherwise they are Cup Games Quarter Finals | (”""£*!’ 
tothe side. shown the exit on Tuesday and Wednesday nights 
Ben Blake, Wolves most con-  Kemblawarra soccer club has (11/5. - 18/5. - 19/5.) Bert 
sistent influential defender is terminated the contract with coach Bampton and Youth Cup games 


Teported to be ready to fit into 
Albion Park WE back line where 
he also played last season while 
not required by the Wolves. 

Five Wolves youth graders 
from the U/20’s, recently retumed 
from Europe playing in France in 
a FIFA toumament, have or 
intending to sign with ISA soccer 
clubs. 

Ricky _ Bertakis_—_ joined 
Wollongong Olympic, a talented 


NATIONAL SQUAD TO 
PLAY THREE MATCHES 


DURING CAMP 

The current AIS/National Squad 
Training Camp will include three matches 
against Florida State University it was 
confirmed last week, allowing Women’s 
National Coach Adrian Santrac a further 
avenue of assessment of the twenty-eight 
players vying for Olympic Team selection. 

The first match was held at the 
Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra 
on Saturday, before the camp moved north 
to Queensland's Gold Coast where the 
remaining two games will be played this 
‘Thursday and Saturday. 

Horida State University competes in 


the NCAA Division I, the highest level of ~ 


the world-renowned US college system, 
and finished the 2003 season with a 
national ranking of four after reaching the 
College Cup (the top four of the national 
finals series). 

The National Squad travelled to the 
Gold Coast yesterday (Mon), and the 
camp will conclude on Tuesday 18 May. 
This is the last time the squad will be 
together before the 18 June deadline for 
Olympic selection nominations. The 
Australian Olympic Committee will then 
name the 18-member team plus four 
‘alternates’ for Athens 2004. 

Remaining Game Schedule : 

Game Two — 


THURSDAY 13 MAY 
Kickoff 6.00pm 
BROADBEACH SOCCER CLUB 
Chelsea Ave 
Broadbeach QLD 4218 


SATURDAY 15 MAY 
Kickoff 1.00pm 
MERRIMAC SOCCER CLUB 
(at the Gold Coast Italo-Australia Club) 

Fairway Dr 
Merrimac QLD 4226 


Rob Birkin, most likely due to the 
last heavy loss to Warrilla 
Wanderers whose coach was also 
on notice and saved by success. 

A successor at Kemblawarra 
has not been named officially. 
Warilla’s 
Hernandez achieved breathing 
space with recent wins. 

‘Who wants to be a soccer coach 
if your team is positioned at the 
wrong end of the table? Some are 


coach —_ Roberto 


ISA. 


EXPERIMENTAL SIDE 
WINS OPENING CAMP 


GAME 

Australia’s Women's National Squad 
defeated Florida State University 3-2 on 
Saturday afternoon at the Austalian 
Institute of Sport in Canberra, the first of 
three games against the top four-tanked 
American college outfit. 

Fielding an experimental lineup, with 
several key players rested, the Australians 
raced to an early lead with an April Mann 
goal in minute two of play, a comer not 
cleared and eventually falling to the 
unmarked striker who struch from 8 
metres in front. 

Just before the half-hour mark, the lead 
was doubled. A freekick was sent left to 
Karla Reuter on the run, and her well- 
struck first-time cross was met by the head 
of Michelle Carey ten metres out. 

A minute before the break, Florida 
State had their best chance of the half, a 
long-range effort from wide on the left, 
which hit the crossbar. 

‘The Australians dominated possession 
for the next 15 minutes after the restart, 
but without creating any real clear cut 
chances on goal. Florida then founda sec- 
ond wind midway through the half-and 
moved forward in attack. A quick break 
found them one-on-one with Australian 
goalkeeper Cassandra Kell in the 74th 
minute, but Kell did well to win the ball. 

Ten minutes later, substitute Sarah 
Walsh took the Australians’ tally to three, 
when a dangerous Heather Garriock cross 
from the left was just out of reach of Kate 
Gill but found Walsh free to convert from. 
the back post. 

Florida however were not finished, and 
putaway two quick goals just two minutes 
later, reward from a game where they held 
a fair share of possession. Julia Schnugg 
was the recipient of a cross from the right 
which was not cleared by the defence, 
with teammate Camie Bybee successful 


take place. Matches are played at 
Terry Reserve, Albion Park 6 PM 
and 7.45 PM, Judy Masters Oval 
same times, JJ Kelly Park, 
Coniston, Wetherall Park, Primbee 
with semi-finals and the finals to 
be played at Crehan Park Cringila. 

Host clubs will supply match 
balls for all games except the 
finals which will be run by the 


Trankston Pines 
{Simon Webster) 


Green Gully 
Mon, 17 May 
Bulleen Zebras . 


with a great long range bullet into the roof 
of the net. 

Match details - 

National Squad 3 (April Mann 2', 
Michelle Carey 29’, Sarah Walsh 79') 
defeated Florida State University 2 
(Julia Schnugg 81', Camie Bybee 83') 


National Squad - Cassandra Kell (gk), 
Karla Reuter, Dianne Alagich, Amy 
Taylor, Thea Slatyer (Pam Grant 65’), 
Olivia Hobnke (Tal Karp 46°), Heather 
Garriock, Bryony Duus (Danielle Small 
46°), Kelly Golebiowski (Gill Foster 65°), 
Michelle Camey (Kate Gill 65°), April 
Mann (Sarah Walsh 46’). 


Olympic Games coach Adrian 
Santrac is currently assessing his 
players through various camps 
and matches. 
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sl Knox City... 


seed: 
(Mal Impiombato, Nick Veljovic) 


Round 13 Fixtures 


St Albans Saints 


Whittlesea Stallions . , . 
Frankston Pines SC... 
Oakleigh Cannons SC _ 
Altona Magic . re 


Vaughan Coveny has been a star signing 


for Essendon after picking up yet another 


Fawkner Blues 


goal last weekend. 


GLORY WAITING ON 
ASA DECISION 


‘SL back to back champions Perth 
New are waiting on a decision 
from the Australian Soccer 
Association over whether they will repre- 
sent the country at next year’s Oceania 
club playoffs, 
‘The winner of the Oceania tournament 
will qualify for the lucrative World Club 
Championship, to be held in Japan next 


year. 

Glory chief Jeff Dennis told the West 
Australian, "Tt would depend on what the 
ASA-came up with. 


"We wouldn't like to presume anything 
at this point in time. "We wouldn't like to 
interfere with ASA's plans because we 
feel they are in the best interests of soc~ 
cer." 

This would be an ideal chance if the 
Glory do get their wish to compete in the 
World Club Championships next year 
with revenue to influx into the side, 

Glory chairman Nick Tana is hoping 
that the side do get the green light as more 
money would better their APL finances 
next year, 


POLITIS OFFER BACK ON? 


mer Olympic Sharks chairman 
Fe Politis could once again re- 
enter negotiations in getting 
involved in some way with the new APL 
Jeague it was rumoured last week. 

Politis was assured a spot once Frank 
Lowy gained the number one seat at the 
helm of ASA however things did change a 
little when John O'Neill was appointed as 
the CEO of the footballing code. 

Since SOCCER NSW’s initial bid to be 
the ONLY representative from the state, a 
bid from rival NSW clubs took a back- 
seat. 

Its believed that Marconi have put 
through an extensive offer as has the Spirit 
venture up at the Central Coast. 

‘What could happen in the next few 
weeks would see Politis and SOCCER 
NSW President Tom Doumanis discuss 
various issues in possibly combining a 
squad together. 

With the help of these two high profile 
men, the NSW venture could get off on 


the best foot possible. 

Meanwhile Sydney Olympic and 
Sydney United have formally announced 
that they wish to partake in next year’s 
NSW Summer Premier League after vari- 
ous meetings between their members took 


_ place. 


In an overwhelming response by both 
members from each board, United and 
Olympic stated that they canaot fulfil the 
criteria at what has been set by the ASA in 
terms of the APL however they can come 
to terms with NSW Summer Premier 
League format. 

Its believed that a 16-team competition 
will take place in NSW’s main division at 
the end of the year. (For more information 
read on Page 7). 

The NSW venture is curently being 
sanctioned by Tom Doumanis, Kyle 
Paterson, Angela Travis, Remo 
Nogarotto as the main players for the 
SOCCER NSW bid. 


from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Turkish Delight for fans 


wi less then 2 weeks away from the highly 
anticipated friendly hit-out between our very 
own Socceroos and the national team of Turkey, 
many fans have been left wondering who will make 
the trek for this match. 

Socceroo coach Frank Farina did state that he will 
pick the best possible squad on offer and did mention 
the names of Viduka and Bresciano as some of our 
experience entourage set to arrive down-under in the 
‘European off-season. 

Turkey on the other hand will also provide some 
top class entertainment by bringing together their 
favourite stars. 

Both Sydney and Melboume are renowned for its 
Tich Turkish community and no doubt will be in 
force supporting the reds to victory. 

The Turks will assemble a strong squad for their 
Oz trip with a number of stars set to take the 24-hour 
flight from Europe. 

Barcelona goalkeeper Recber Rustu, Werder 
Bremen’s Umit Davala, the Inter Milan duo of Emre 
Belozoglu and Okan Buruk, Bayer Leverkusen’s 
Yildiray Basturk, Galatasary’s Hasan Sas and the 
experienced star striker Hakan Suker could be just 
some of the stars set on taking on the Australians. 

‘Turkey is currently going through a new transi- 
tional period under new coach Ergun Yanal who 
recently took over his side’s first friendly match 
against the Belgium’s in which the Turks won three- 
two. 

Yanal will be using these two matches as key 
preparations for their 2006 World Cup qualification 
matches coming up very shortly. 

Headlining their group en route to a hopeful 
World Cup spot in Germany will be Georgia, 
Albania, Kazakhstan, Denmark, Ukraine and arch- 
tivals Greece. 

Known for their passion and love for the round 
ball game, Turkish football has been in sparkling 
form thanks to the efforts of domestic clubs 
Galatasary, Besiktas, Fenerbache that have put the 
country on the footballing map. 

Farina and his chargers will be in for one rough 
ride as the Turks have a tremendous blend of both 
skill and aggression that is sure to make for a great 

- match come the 21st of May in Sydney. 


Running Running and 
yet more Running 


ustralian Olyroo fitness coach Anthony Crea 
has-been one busy man last week after a select 
Olyroo squad was assembled in Canberra, 

‘Training and basing camp at the AIS, Crea has 
been leading these hopeful Olyroo members through 
some tough physically tasks in improving their fit- 
ness just in time for the Olympic Games in Athens. 

Frank Farina has given strict orders to keep the 
boys trim and fit and that is what Crea intends to do. 


Katholos and Politis to 
carry the Olympic Torch 


p= of Sydney’s Athens Olympics torch relay 
was released to the media last week with two 
notable soccer identities having the strict honour of 
representing their suburb in Sydney. 

Former Olympic Sharks chairman Nick Politis 
will represent Rushcutters Bay while former 
Socceroo midfield star Peter Katholos has the hon- 
our of doing Belmore proud. 

The pair will be amongst 277 fellow torchbearers 
from across the nation that kick-starts June 4 in 
Sydney and that will ultimately end up in Athens 
come August later in the yean 

The ‘Kat’ was on proud Australian after hearing 
the news of this and stated that amongst his services 
of being in the Socceroos, being selected as a torch- 
bearer meant a lot to him. 


“It is certainly a proud moment for me and I’m ~ 


sure my kids will look back on this day and say that 
they were proud of their father”. 


Currently running the show with his own sports 
brand and the ever familiar Cappe Sport in Belmore, 
Katholos has been heavily training in a new sport 
that has taken up a lot of the former St George stars 
time - Golf! 

Meanwhile, Nick Politis’ name has again been 
thrown into the rumour hat as being interested in tak- 
ing over a side in the APL next year. 

Having told Sydney media a few months back that 
he was NOT interested, do not be surprised if a last 
minute bid is put in place by the current Sydney 
Roosters chief. 


16-team competition in 
NSW? 


’s the million dollar question at the moment but 

with the APL still in limbo aver which teams will 
be competing in next year’s reformed league, SOC- 
CER NSW has also fallen into a state of confusion, 

‘ts quite clear that former NSL clubs Sydney 
Olympic, Wollongong Wolves, Sydney United and 
Marconi all will not feature as the only side from 
NSW in the new league next year but have stated 
their intentions of staying on in some way as a foot- 
balling club. F 

With the dilemma of having the proposed “Eastern 
Seaboard’ scenario scraped for the time being, many 
pundits believe that the four teams will be placed 
amongst twelve select NSW Premier League sides 
forming a new NSW Summer Premier League. 

It will be like the good old NSL days where the 
likes of A.PLA. Leichhardt will meet old foes 
Marconi and Sydney United would be facing arch- 
rivals Bonnyrigg. Let's not forget the Greek derby 
between Sydney Olympic and Canterbury 
Marrickville (that's if they survive the drop this year) 
and let’s not also forget the power house sides of 
yesteryear in St George and the Blacktown City 
Demons. 

Ideally, this competition will need to start earlier 
then last year’s late November kick-off with the four 
added teams which will in turn add more rounds and 
of course more entertainment towards the league. 

This year’s NSW Summer Premier League cer- 
tainly showed off a number of quality stars and in 
that many ex-National League players. 

Until the big picture on how the big boys at ASA 
are set to resolve the league issue, it would be great 
to see our state competitions fixed up accordingly — 
especially now that the main league will only field 8 


sides, the next best thing would be the respective 
state leagues from.across the nation. 

Remember though, this is only a rumour, but like 
so many that have appeared in ABSW, a number have 
come true — you read it first in ABSW! 


Todd Brodie’s Cameo 
Role 


Re Marconi Stallions star Todd Brodie could 
embark ona new career away from football — life 
on the big screen. 

Its believed that channel nine are in the process of 
reviewing a certain youth soccer program show 
could air every Saturday mornings with a number of 
guest Australian soccer stars making an appearance 
on air. 

Brodie will of course be one of the main acts in 
teaching young budding stars from various schools 
across NSW the art of football - stay tuned as 
ABSW investigates more into this new soccer show 
set to air very soon! 


‘Taking it easy’ - JP 


ever to shy of a word or two, Marconi Stallions 

coach Jean Paul de Marigny is currently enjoy- 
ing a well earned break after what was a busy year 
for the rookie coach. 

JP proved many critics wrong by steering the 
Stallions into this year’s semi-finals, and had injuries 
and suspensions not taken its toll on his squad, the 
Stallions could haye gone further. 

It has been a miraculous tum around for the 
Fairfield based side who for the past two years fin- 
ished near the foot of the table. 

JP éertainly brought credibility back into the 
Marconi kit and was rewarded for his efforts as being 
selected by Ange Postecoglou as the Assistant Coach 
for the U20’s in their recent camp held in France. 

Asked whether that were to be his new job JP 
replied: “It was just for the experience that I enjoyed 
greatly, I will put my hand up for sure if Ange does 
ask that I come with him for the final selection but I 
was happy to be part of the Australian setup. Overall 
I thought the lads did well and really impressed 
myself and Ange”. 

The ‘Stallions coach was in full yoice last 
Wednesday afternoon after Marconi played out a 
one-all draw with rivals A.P.LA. Leichhardt for the 


ABSW(@) 


Sydney ‘Coppa Italia’ at Marconi Stadium. A shame 


that the turn out was rather dim considering. the lack ——— 


of first team foothall in Australia. 


KIWIS BITTER OVER 
‘RIGGED’ DRAW ~ 


ibe Trans-Tasman war between’ the Australians 

and New Zealanders escalited to a new level last 
week after NZ soccer chief Bill MacGowan labelled 
the recent World Cup qualifying competition draw in 
Adelaide as ‘rigged’. 

Describing it as a ‘jack-up’, MacGowan felt that 
the Kiwis have been head done by in having the 
‘Socceroos as their first match of the competition. 

With the Roos playing two massive friendly 
matches against Turkey prior to their kick off on 
Saturday May 29, the NZ boss believes that his All- 
Whites squad will be disadvantaged. 

“We’ve been hard done by, Australia has made up 
the draw to suit themselves”, MacGowan stated to 
SMH. 

Good to see the usual banter between the Roos 
and Kiwis brewing up just in time for the big clash 
in late May. 

Meanwhile MacGowan will travel to England this 
month to meet with Kingz owner Brian Katzen to 
discuss the possibility of investing in the APL club. 

“We understand what they (Australia) want for the 
entity going forward and we’ ve got an interest in that 
(a shareholding),” MacGowan told the Dominion 
Post, who will meet Katzen on May 17. 

‘The development has caught Kingz general man- 
ager Guy Hedderwick by surprise. “I didn’t know a 
national body could take a share in any club under 
FIFA regulations but [ guess NZ Soccer may be dif- 
ferent because it’s only one team,” Hedderwick said. 

“I think it could be an interesting concept but I 
don’t know what Brian thinks. We're certainly work- 
ing toward a closer working relationship with NZ 
Soccer but if Brian wants to sell some shares, it’s his 
decision.” 

The past year has been another strong one for 
NZS, including a multimillion-dollar Nike sponsor- 
ship. 5 


No Youth clubs in APL 
next season? 


‘ord is filtering through that our new APL 
W= season will only feature a Ist grade 

‘Squad meaning that the National Youch 
League could be disbanded, 

What does that mean for the youth stars at clubs 
such as Olympic, United, Marconi and most impor- 
tantly, what competition will our institutes like the 
AIS and QAS be a part of? 

Its all full well in wanting to establish a gocd 
competitive first team league however Australia’s 
policy of promcting youngsters will surely be out the 
window if this proposal does go through. 

For quite some time now, the National Youth 
League (Both Northern and Southern) has seen a 
number of our current Sacceroo stars. 

Its been this competition that many youngsters 
have used as stepping stones in their footballing 
careers. 

ASA need to make so kind of arrangement espe- 
cially towards the government funded AIS who year 
in year out create Australia’s best young stars. 


Melbourne Rush 


he Victorian Soccer Federation's bid to enter 

the new National Premier League competition 

next year will call its team the ‘Melbourne 
Rush, 

The VSF has registered the name for its consor- 
tium and VSF chairman Manny Galanos told the 
Herald-Sun, "All | can say is that we have formally 
notified the Australian Soccer Association it will be 
bidding to enter a team in the new league." 

Let's just say that the ASA are hoping that the 
people of Melbourne will be RUSHING to see this 
new Melbourne side come July/August next year. 
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Green and Gold Army Series 


' Se SW sl ase Rate ee wap ce Toy 
In Sydney friendly in Sydney. Some seating hasbeen re-released in Bay 3, which you can sill 
Olympic Hotel — 


308 Moore Park Rd Paddington (Cnr Regent St) ; : 
Opposite Aussie Stadium — —FREE Entry £ 
Meet from Spm (Fri May 21) onwards then short march tothe game tert. 
z . ~ Melburians ae being oushone by heir Sydney cousins with plenty of good seats 
The Sxchacoe Hotel sill available in the GGAmy area forthe May 24 game ~ for full details visit 
_ ei St Rg i ae 


isin: ipa Wa ap gi Ge capa veg scot Jps on 
ae ‘The bus will then leave straight after the game and arrive back in the 
early hours of Saturday. ‘The price is only $25 and to confirm your spot simply e-mail 


@ FEDERATION SQUARE 
Join the rest of Melbourne down at Fed Square for the big game in Sydney LIVE on 
the big screen from 7pm = enjoy a drink at surrounding bars and then fire up for the 


tt'spart of a big double header of Socer tthe Square wit the FA. Cap Final 
between Man United and Milwall LIVE 


match 


Blatter draws the 
wrong conclusions 


By Mark van Aiken 


we read that the smiling 
assassin is at it again last 
week. Sepp Blatter, the 
man who nobody seems to like 
or trust, but continually re-elect, 
has a new idea - scrap the draw 
in football. 

Excellent, why not get rid f the 
round ball and offside too. While 
we are at it, why don’t we get rid 
of this no hands nonsense because 
it's seriously hard just using your 
feet! 

Can we politely ask what Mr 
Blatter is on about? A while back 
he wanted women in skimpy out- 
fits to raise the profile of the 
female version of the sport. He has 
clearly modeled this thinking on 
Australian women’s basketball 
which scrapped those unsightly 
singlets and shorts for Lycra a few 
years back. The WNBL has been a 
ratings bonanza ever since... not. 

Why scrap draws? Because 
teams play for them he would say, 
So what? The parameters in which 
much of world soccer’s leagues 
operate dictates that without drafts 
and salary caps the smaller teams 
will mostly only ever hope for a 
point off clubs spending five or ten 
times more than them on players. 

Tf the draw was removed from 
the game then Blatter reasons 
games would be more exciting, 
Perhaps but since when has that 
been the criteria for running a 
sport and are draws really that bor- 
ing? 

Outsiders of the game often 
point to soccer's lack of scoring as. 
its weakness. Those who love the 


game know that the lack of scor- 
ing is exactly the reason the game 
is exciting. In basketball there is 
usually a score every 24 seconds 
butt doesn't necessarily make for 
a good or entertaining game. 

Tf its added excitement he 
wants, then why not go further 
outside the parameters. Let’s have 
wild Lions chasing people like 
Lazaridis down the wing - “Will 
he put in a wicked cross or will hé 
be mauled, find out after the 
break” 

Hell, why stop there? Let's 
bring some fan interaction into it. 
“Who do you want to yote out of 
the game, for Manchester United 
press 1, for Everton press 2”. I 
think the Toffees might be in trou- 


Good old Sepp Blatter has 
once again proved that his 
new proposed rules do 
have a bad bearing on the 
round ball game. 


ble! 

Some reason that Blatter’s idea 
‘was conceived with one eye firm- 
ly on the American market, the 
country that allegedly requested 
the game be split into quarters at 
USA 94 to accommodate advertis- 
ers, 

Blatter’s logic is no doubt that 
an American market brought up 
on NFL and NBA overtime 
thrillers and baseball extra innings 
‘wont follow the game because of 
draws. The US's professional 
league, the MLS, did away with 
the one point for a period of time 
but even they scrapped the idea 
and now allocates points for a ‘tie 
game’, Ditto for Hockey which 
hhas always had a draw in its points 
system. 

The draw would be replaced 
with the penalty shot out. While 
exciting it’s just not crick...ops, 
football. Every couple of years big 
toumeys come along like Euro and 
the World Cup and we all sit 
around and debate the shot out. 
While few of us can come up with 
a suitable replacement, most seem 
‘0 atleast agree that one is needed. 

Football is played ona big pitch 
by eleven people, not two. 
Football offers 3 points 
as a recognition that it is important 
to come out on top-three times 
more important than a humble 
draw in fact. 

But it i equally important to 
award a side that has come equal 
to the challenge over the distance 
of the match something for their 
troubles. The draw is as much a 
part of the game as the ball and the 
players, lets keep it that way. 
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TESORO HAILS 
YOUTHFUL WOLVES 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


yen though the Wollongong 
| hee failed to support 
their youth side's successful 
trip to Europe, energetic youth 
coach Eddie Tesoro hailed their 
recent trip as a huge success. 

Having had the trip self-funded 
and also had the support of both the 
Australian Soccer Association and 
SOCCER NSW, Wollongong's 
young guns along with various guest 
players made their presence felt in 
England and France. 

Like last season, the Wolves took 
part in the prestigious St Joseph's 
Toumament held in St Etienne where 
the side finished third were asked to 
compete in the tournament as 
Oceania’s representatives once more. 

Before their French adventure, the 
Wolves organized various friendly 
matches in the U.K. 

Wycombe (4-1 Loss), Chelsea 
(0-0), Portsmouth (2-0 Loss) and 
Charlton (1-1) were all the friendly 
hit-outs the young Wolves played. 

“Overall these games were used as 
a key indicator to our youngsters in 
where they were pitted against the 
English. All these sides proved the 
worth against our lads, and we were 
hhappy enough to have played such 
trial matches. It was good for me also 
as a coach in seeing how various 
prominent clubs worked on their 
youth development programs”, 

During Tesoro’s time in the U.K., 
the Wolves youth coach bad the plea- 
sure of meeting up with Chelsea 
supremo Claudio Ranieri and 
Charlton’s Alan Curbishley, 

‘After their trip to England, France 
was the boys next stop, and the St 


Joseph’ toumament was to be their 
next task, 

Pitted in Group A alongside 
Spanish side Deportivo La Coruna, 
the Romanian National Team, 
Portuguese side FC Porto and locals 
St Etienne, it was not going to be an 
easy time. 

“The boys had a credible nil-all 
draw against locals St Etienne, a two- 
nil loss to Deportivo, a massive one- 
nil win over Porto then a two-nil loss 
ton experienced Romanian national 
side, Overall the lads did well, a 
younger squad was selected this year, 
but they did gain a lot of experience 
from this tour. It was great to see how 
professional clubs are in Europe and 
fave our boys and myself an insight 
on how things are run properly” 

‘Two boys from the Wolves contin- 
gent bad the chance of a life-time in 
trialling with FC Metz of France, 

Matt Gordon and Tommy Arcaba 
were the lucky Wolves stars who 
were on show for two weeks after a 
successful tournament. 

“Both lads really impressed the 
selectors from FC Metz and-are now 
waiting for a eer in late ak or 


carly June on the outcome of gaining 
contract with the French side”, 

Tesoro hailed this tour as a huge 
success and raised some interesting 
points about what he saw at various 
set-ups overseas and how looking at 
their models could benefit our youth 
systems here. 

“At the end of the tournament 
everyone knew it was a success. 
Even though we didn’t reach the 
feats in the tournament like last year, 
the youngster did lear many lessons. 
Tt was good to have made many con- 
tacts in the game and I was happy to 
have shared my experiences with 
various coaches from across Europe. 
I believe that under the new APL, 
clubs should not forget their grass- 
Toots as that will provide their basis 
for a strong youth development 
policy. 

believe that we do have the expe- 
rience in terms of coaches in aiding 
this. People like Ange Postecoglou, 

-Ron Smith, Kelly Cross and Steve 
O'Connor are coaches the hierarchy 
should be looking at in positioning 
our development for the better”. 


The Wollongong Wolves youth squad shown here with 
Chelsea's young squad after their nil-all draw. 


Gurensians 


mae 


By Glenn Davis 


veensland Lions sailed to a ten- 

point lead at the top of the 

Brisbane premier league with a 

ing over wooden spooners 

North Star at Lions Stadium on 
Sunday. 

With two games remaining before the 
season’s halfway mark, Lions lead the 
competition’s newcomers Mitchelton, 
who have a game in hand after their match 
against Toowoomba was washed out on 
Saturday night, 

Joining Mitchelton in second place was 
Rochedale Rovers and Pine Rivers who 
had hard fought wins against Easts and 
Souths respectively. 

Rochedale downed Easts 3-1 while Pine 
Rivers toughed out a 2-1 win over Souths. 

Palm Beach was given the fright of 
their lives in a 2-all draw against Taringa 
while at Carmichael Park, Brisbane City 
thrashed Wynnum 4-1. 

City’s goals came from a Mari Battistin 
double, Damien Waugh and Dmitri 
‘Theochari. 

Lions again showed their clear superi- 
ority in the league cruising to a 3-1 lead at 
half time with all goals coming in the first 
16 minutes. 

Terry Hughes scored the first of a dou- 
ble from the penalty spot in the fourth 
minute while Nathan Carlos netted four 
minutes later before Jamie Lowdnes 
tucked home the third on 16 minutes, 

Lions could have gone in at the break 
four up but North Star keeper Anthony 
Hall saved a Greg Di Losa penalty, 
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Di Losa later made up for the error 
stretching Lions lead to 4-nil in the 65th 
minute while Hughes bagged his double 
ten minutes later. 

Palm Beach are always difficult to beat 
at their home ground and have been in 
very good form while Taringa have been 
playing well without getting any results. 

‘Taringa pushed Queensland Lions all 
the way in their last match and coach Alan 
Waller was hopeful for a repeat of that 
effort. 

Taringa took a shock 1-nil lead into the 
break after a goal from Reza Aysen before 
Palm Beach’s Neil Munro leveled soon 
after the interval with a well-taken goal 
from inside the box. 

Taringa’s second came again from 
Aysen to give him a double and the visi- 
tors a surprise 2-1 lead, 

However, Munro, 18, who normally 
plays in the midfield, hit alate equaliser to 
share the points. . 

Coach Karle Herdle took a gamble to 
play Munro up front for the first time and 
it paid dividends. 

However, Herile was disgusted with 
his side’s performance. 

“Tt was a terrible game from out point 
of view,” Herdle said. 

“trained before the game but the pitch 
‘was okay. 

“The problem was our players. They 
‘were lethargic and over confident. 

“We were third on the table and playing 
the bottom side and I think a lot of them 
were too complacent.” 

Herdle was also critical of his side’s 
inability to stick to their pre-arranged 


game plan. 

“Tm very disappointed. We didn’t play 
to our gameplan so nothing happened,” he 
said. 

However, Herdle-did pay Taringa a 
complement, 

“Taringa might be near last but they are 
a better side than their position on the 
table says,” he said. 

“They doa lot of running and hassling. 

“Jt's not pretty but they do it well and 
it’s very effective.” 

Herdle stopped short of suggesting be 
would make wholesale changes . but 
expects a vast improyement for his side's 
next match against North Star. 

“We've got North Star away and they 
are also down near the bottom so it won't 
be easy either,” he said. 

Taringa coach Allan Waller was pleased 
to cam a point in his club’s struggle to 
avoid relegation. 

“Every game we've played well except 
for the loss to Mitchelton,” Waller said. 

“Bven the game against Lions we 
should have won. 

“Against Palm Beach they had two 
chances’ in the first half while we had 
about 15 half chances in the first 30 min- 
utes, 

“We're just not getting the results.” 

Pine Rivers extended its unbeaten run 
to seven games after losing its first two 
matches of the season by downing Souths 
2-1 at Wendy Alison Park. 

‘The home side led 2-nil at half time 
after Brian Doyle scored the opener on 15 
minutes with a shot that took a deflection 
off a Souths defender into the net. 


Tim Smits then stretched Pine Rivers 
lead to two with a penalty. 

‘The youngster struck the upright with 
his first attempt but was ordered to take it 
again after the Souths keeper was judged 
to have moved early. 

Just before the break Souths had a 
chance to hit back from the penalty spot 
but Pine Rivers keeper Troy Reid pulled 
off a great save. 

‘The penalty save redeemed Reid who 
was ruled to have brought down the 
Souths attacker in the box. 

Souths got themselves back into the 
match following a strong half time lecture 
from coach Peter Bannon, 

The visitors sent the game into a 
thrilling finish when Ryan Wakeley fin- 
ished off with a neat goal following a 
strong Souths build up down the left flank, 

“We battled hard in the first half but 
Pine Rivers just shaded us,” said Bannon. 

“Overall the way we came back in the 
second half I thought we deserved some- 
thing from the game. 

“We worked hard enough. Although we 
lost 1 was pleased with our performance 
and it’s been a long time since I’ve been 
able to say that.” 

Bannon believes his side’s inability to 
‘Score early has been costly throughout the 
early rounds. 

“We're conceding goals first and from 
then have to play catch up,” he said. 

“Tf you analyse the results in this league 
the team that scores first generally goes on 
to win.” 

Pine Rivers coach Clayton Koch 
thought the scoreline was a good reflec 
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tion of the game. 

“T thought we were the better side,” he 
said, 

“At 2-nil we had two one-on-ones from 
Josh Rose and Tim Smits who pushed 
them wide, 

“If we had taken those chances we 
would have gone on and buried them. 

“Souths played well in the second half 
and put us under a lot of pressure.” 

“T told the boys before the game we've 
been playing well but had to leam to take 
‘our chances better. 

“We missed those two easy chances and 
in the end it could have proved costly.” 

An injury riddled Easts continued its 
losing streak going down 3-1 away to 
Rochedale. 

Easts had 13 players missing from its 
first two squads and was forced to pro- 
mote several third graders to make up the 
aumbers in the premier league and reserve 
grades. 

Five regular first team players were 
missing from Easts topside through sick- 
ness and injury but coach Col Bennet 
expects all should be available for next 
week. 

Nathan Wood gave Rochedale a 1-nil at 
half time before Kris Dodd made it two 
after the break, 

Easts Nick George-Crocker got the 
Tigers back to 2-1 in a goalmouth scram- 
ble midway through the second half before 
Alex Panic put the game beyond Easts 
reach with his side’s third. 

“When we got back to 2-1 I think we 
could have gone on and won'the game,” 
said Easts coach Col Bennett. 


Premier 


Suburbs 1 
Half-time 1-0 


ar League 
Rochedale Rovers 3 (Woodbridge, K Dodd, Panic) y Eastern 


Results & 


Tables 


Division 2 _ 


Oxley 1 Mogeill 3 


Samford 1 Ipswich City 2, Annerley 1 Slacks Creek 1, North Pine 1 
‘Newmarket 6, Brisbane Force'(0 Goodna 1, Bethania 2 Grange Thistle 2, 


Palm Beach 2 (Monro 2) v Taringa Royers 2 (Aysen 2) 
Half-time 1-0 


Division 2 Reserves 
Samford 1 Ipswich City 6, Annerley 2 Slacks Creek 1, North Pine 1 
Newmarket 3, Brisbane Force 5 Goodna 2, Bethania 0 Grange Thistle 3, 


Premier Youth 
Rochedale Rovers 7 Eastern Suburbs 1, Palm Beach 1 Taringa Rovers 0, 
Mitchelton v Toowoomba Raiders (match postponed), Pine Rivers 0 


Mitchelton y Toowoomba Raiders ey “ ‘1 o ‘i Oxley 2 Moggill 0 
Match jauieoe dit ws lante —— Goa 7, Brisbane Wolves 0 Brisbane City 2, Queensland Lions ‘ 
Pine Rivers 2 (Doyle, Smits) v Souths United 1 (Wakerley) Division 1 Acacia Ridge v Souths United (match postponed), Brisbane Wolves 3 


Half-time 2-0 Mitchelton 0, Pineapple Rovers 1 Taringa Rovers 1, Darra Lions 3 


Ipswich Knights 0 Peninsula Power 2, Capalaba 1 Rocklea 1, Redlands Clairvaux 0, Uni of Qld v Bayside (match postponed), Park Ridge 1 


3 Uni of Qld 4, Southside Eagles 2 The Gap 1, Mt Gravatt 1 Brisbane 


Brisbane Wolves 1 (Van Moclenbrock) v Brisbane City 4(Battistin  Qiympic 0, Albany Creck 3 Beeulcigh 0 Wilston 2 
2, Waugh, Theochari) 
Half.time 0-0 Metro 2 
Po Wot D For ag pts Mooroondu 3 Redcliffe PCYC 0, Ridge Hills 5 Newmarket 1 
Queensland Lions 5 (Hughes 2, Carloss, Lowndes, Di Losa) y Brisbane Olympic 9 7 1 1 14 «3 22 
North Star 0 PeninsulaPower 9 6 1 2 2 8 20 Metro 3 
Half-time 3-0 Uni of Qld OW oter tia Daman] Suma Acacia Ridge v Souths United (match postponed), Pine Hills 0 North 
Beenleigh [21> ToD BA Far nip goen 5 lube Pine 1, Pineapple Rovers 1 Newmarket 2, Eastern Suburbs 5 Grange 
P WoL OD For Ag Pts Southside Eagles 9 4 3 2 15 14 14 Thistle 2, Darra Lions 1 Clairvaux 4, Uni of Qld v Bayside (match post- 
QueensiandLions 9 9 OF 0 40 4 2 Mt Gravatt Be 4) rah ive ToD tan ris poned) 
Mitchetton 695 4 he aoeig Ipswich Knights 99 4 4 1 13 11 13 
RochedaleRovers 9 5 2 2 18 14 47 Rediands United 9 3 4 2 18 16 11 Metro 4 
Pine Rivers 9 5 2 2 18 A GZ The Gap hy MERWE a eaten Coat | Acacia Ridge 5 Mt Gravatt 1, Regents Park 7 Brisbane Force 6, The Gap 
Palm Beach o-4 2 9’ 120i: Albany Creek 9 2 Cel 15e clet SBeenleigh 1, Newmarket 6 Slacks Creek 0, Southside Eagles 0 Taringa 
Brisbane City 94 241) 19 teeeaal RockleaUnited 9 1 6 2 6 2% 5 4, Old Bridge 8 Brisbane City 0 
EastemSububs 9 3 5 4 11 16 10 Capalaba er lr tate Aer Ou) SOG rt 
BrisbaneWolves 8 2 5 1 13 2 7 Metro 5 - 
‘Souths United 2) Oo. SSR ens. ALY Brighton 4 Albany Creek 3, Ridge Hills 0 North Star 6, Newmarket 1 
Toowoomba AG ee lee te ho Div 1 Reserves Slacks Creek 3, Eastern Suburbs 3 Clairvaux 5, Annerley 4 Redlands 
TaingaRoves 9 1 #6 2 15 18 § Ipswich Knights 1 Peninsula Power 3, Capalaba 1 Rocklea 1,Redlands United 1, Ipswich City 2 Brisbane Olympic 4 
North Star 9 16 2 7 #49 5 1 Uni of Qld 7, Southside Eagles 1 Thé Gap 1, Mt Gravatt 1 Brisbane 


Metro 6 
Mooroondu 1 Park Ridge 1, Brisbane Wolves 1 Mt Gravatt 1, Goodna 2 
Regents Park 1, Albany Creek 1 Camira 1 


Open Youth 
Brisbane Force 4 Toowoomba Raiders 1, Rochedale Rovers 7 Souths 
United 0, North Pine 1 Queensland Lions 3, Bethania 5 Slacks Creek 0 


Olympic 2, Albany Creek 5 Beenleigh 1 


Division 1 Youth 

Ipswich Knights 1 Peninsula Power 5, Capalaba v Rocklea (match post- 
poned), Redlands 3 Uni of Qld 2, Southside Eagles 0 The Gap 4, Mt 
Gravatt 3 Brisbane Olympic 0, Albany Creek 3 Beenleigh 1 


Premier Reserves 

Rochedale Rovers 7 Eastern Suburbs 3, Palm Beach 4 Taringa Rovers 0, 
Mitchelton v. Toowoomba Raiders (Match postponed), Pine Rivers 1 
Souths United 1, Brisbane Wolves 1 Brisbane City 2, Queensland Lions 
3 North Star 2 
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0 win over Roma at the San Siro in Milan as predicted 
in this column several weeks. However, part two of that 
| pean that AC Milan would also take out the Champions 
gue again, has noteventuated. 
‘The match itself was decided by an Andrey Shevchenko goal 
in the first minute of play, Later on Shevchenko had clearly 
raised his elbow to block the ball in the penalty area when 
defending a Roma free kick. 
‘The referee denied Roma what appeared to be a legitimate 
penalty. It was this incident that sparked some terrible scenes 
from the Roma fans who have already created enough havoc 
this season. 
tis always sad when events such as these, objects and fire- 
crackers thrown onto the ground and actually hitting AC 
Milan goalkeeper Dida and nearly missing Gennaro Gattuso, 
make the headlines. 
The game itself was no great spectacle but it certainly was 
filled with tension. It had a lot of on-field drama and it was 
clear that something very important was riding on this match. 
‘There is also a certain irony about AC Milan playing Roma 
to decide the league title in the third last round. There are 
several links between these clubs and an enormous city rival- 
ry between Rome and Milan. 
Carlo Ancelotti and Fabio Capello, coaches of AC Milan and 
Roma respectively, as players donned the jerseys of both 
clubs. Capello of course coached AC Milan for six-seasons int 
two stints in the 1990s and claimed four Serie 
‘Championships and a Champions League title in that time. 
Ancelotti has never coached Roma. 
For Ancelotti it is his first Scudetto and he can now add that 
to his resume along with last year’s Champions League title. 
‘That isn’t a bad achievement for the coach who came close 
but couldn’t win a thing with Parma and Juventus. 
As for the cities themselves there is an enormous rivalry 
between the two, The rivalry is not only sporting, Both cities 
claim two great football teams each — Rome has Lazio and 
Roma and Milan has Inter and AC Milan. 
Milan, generally regarded as ‘Ttaly’s second city’, rightly 
claims to be the business, commerce, industrial and fashion 
capital of Tialy. 
Rome, the capital of course, claims to be Italy’s cultural, spir- 
itual, historical and political hub, reflecting « position that 
hasn't changed for thousands of years. Furthermore, Romans 
constantly boast about their beautiful climate and poke fun at 
Milan's bleak sky. 
In the meantime though it is Milan that can claim sporting. 
domination. The Scudetto is the pinnacle of sport in Italy and 
‘our congratulations go to a marvelous sporting team. 
TAboneaeeneterens 


are lining in Turin to take over as coach of 

Juventus now that Marcello Lippi has declared that he 

will vacate the post in a couple of weeks at season’s 
end. Given the recent results by Juventus it looks like the end 
‘cannot come quick enough. 
Lippi has been a magnificent coach claiming five Serie A 
Championships and a Champions League title during his time 
at Juventus. In two stints at the club he has been simply 
superb, At club level he has nothing more to prove and he 
would be an ideal coach for the Italian national team after 
Euro 2004 irrespective of results there. 
‘The favourites to succeed him at Juventus are two ex players 
Didier Deschamps of Monaco and Cesare Prandelli of Parma. 
Deschamps played under Lippi and is well remembered at 
Juventus as a tenacious and determined player. The 
Frenchman is currently riding the crest of a wave with his 
side Monaco in the final of the Champions League. 
Prandelli was a much lesser known player at Juventus in the 
1980s but it is coaching skills with a very modest and bank- 
rupt Parma that is eaming him all the accolades. 
Along with Chievo’s Luigi Del Neri, who too has been linked 
with the Juventus job, Prandelli is regarded as one of Italy's 
best young coaches. It remains to be seen who they will go 
for but the asking price of each is certainly a factor. 

wee “ 


QS football commenta- 


S © AC Milan have clinched their 17th Scudetto with a 1- 


tor, Nando Martellini, has passed away. Martellini was 
the voice of Italian television commentary in a bygone 
era. It was his magical commentary that brought fans back in 
Italy the emotion of the 1982 World Cup in which the 
Azzurri were crowned champions: 
Only a few weeks ago retired legendary radio commentator 
Enrico Ameri passed away, Marellini was retired from the 
television commentary box bat his opinion was still sought 
after on state-run RAI radio. His made a weekly appearance 
on radio right up until his death. We will miss Martellini. 
previversenrairs 


NSW readers can tune into 98,5 FM on Sunday nights at 

10.00pm for all the latest soccer news locally and abroad 

with myself, Joseph Carlucci, Mark Stavroulakis, Robert 
Scarselletia and Stuart Jones. 


ANCONA 


EMPOLI ........+.1 
elegated Ancona secured their second win 
Reese Jeave Empoli still in danger 
joining them. 

Defender Mauro Milanese headed Ancona into a 
19th-minute lead, [ghli Vannucchi levelled after 68 
minutes but five minutes later Vincenzo Sommese 
converted a penalty awarded for 2 push on 
Christian Bucchi. 

Tt will bea miracle to see Empoli stay in Serie A 
and itis expected that five first team players are to 
leave the club if it were to drop to Serie B next 
year: 


BOLOGNA 
LECCE ...........1 


last-gasp strike five minutes into injury 
A by Lecce's Enmesto Chevanton can- 
celled out Igli Tare's 34th minute opener for 
Bologna. 
Veteran striker Giuseppe Signori played bis final 
home match for Bologna before retiring at the end 
of the season. 


BRESCIA .........2 


LAZIO. 2 ce at 

last 10 minutes provided all the drama as 

| Brescia dented Lazio's Champions League 
hopes with a 2-1 victory. 

‘Ten minutes from time a fine counter-attack 
highlighted by veteran Roberto Baggio's backheel 
allowed Stefano Mauri to fire past Angelo Peruzzi 
for the lead. Nine minutes later Baggio, playing his 
last home match for Brescia before retiring at the 
end of the season, curled a magnificent drive past 
Peruzai making it 2-0 for the home side. 

‘Three minutes into injury time defender Cesar 
pulled a goal back for Lazio but it was too late for 
Roberto Mancini's side who slip to sixth on 53 
points, two behind Parma and three behind Inter 
Milan with one match left. 


INTER MILAN 


Siete Winans) ae 
powerful 62nd-minute free-kick from sub- 
stitute Adriano enabled Inter Milan: to 

Parma into fourth place and short- 
en their odds of claiming the final UEFA 
Champions league berth. 

Pama midfielder Emanuele Blasi was sent off 
after 78 minutes for his second bookable offence. 


SERIE B 


Genoa 2 Messina 2,Albinoleffe 1 Palermo 
1, Bart 2 Atalanta 1, Catania 0 Livorno 3, 
‘Como 0 Avellino 3, Fiorentina 0 Ascoli 0, 
Napoli 1 Venezia 1, Treviso 4 Salernitana 0, 
Triestina 1 Torino 0, Verona-1 Cagliari 2, 
Vicenza 1 Pescara 1, Piacenza 2 Ternana 1. 


Pr DLE A Ps 
Palermo 41 15.7 64 -3672 
2.Cagliari 14-8 66 -4271 
3.Livorno 16.7 66 -4070 
4.Messina 15 8 59 4069 
5.Atalanta 18 6 53 -3469 
G.Piacenza 16 $ 40 -3064 
10 46 4363 
47 42602 
51-4259 


‘TFiorentina 1S 
8.Triestina 79 
9.Ternana 4 
10.Catania Ht 15 45 4956 
11.Torino 17 12 49 -4453 
12.Vicenza IT 12 44 4353 


13.Napoli 23.8 30 -3653 
14 Ascoli 15 14 45 4751 
| 15.Treviso 17 13 42 -4250 
16.Albinoleffe 16 38 -4749 
17.Nenezia 15 37 4648 
18,Genoa 16 43-5147 
19.Salernitana 18 3. 4947 
20.Bari 20 44 -5643 
21-Pescara 19. 34 -5542 
22.Verona 18 43 6141 
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JUVENTUS 


peseeced 


SAMPDORIA .......0 
A Nicola Légrottaglie header after 36 minutes 
and a Stephan Appiah blast six minutes 
gave Juventus the win and dashed any 

hopes Sampdoria had of reaching the UEFA Cup. 
Juve boss Marcello Lippi made his last home 
appearance as manager before he steps down at the 


end of the season. 


MODENA . 
SIENA ... 


iena came away with all three points in this 
Telegation clash and in doing so assured 
themselves of playing Serie A football next 
season. 

Poor defending allowed Brazilian Taddei to put 
Siena ahead with a near-post header three minutes 
before the break. 

Modena captain Mauro Mayer was sent off for 
an elbow on Taddei after an hour and Siena took’ 
full advantage and doubled their lead with Taddei's 
second. 

Massimo Marazzina pulled one back for 
Modena but Enrico Chiesa secured the points three 
minutes into injury time. 


REGGINA . ond 


AC MILAN . ae | 
egginia assured themselves of playing top 
flight football next season with a shock 2-1 
-win over champions AC Milan. 

David Di Michele's overhead kick after seven 
minutes gave Reggina a shock lead and a handball 
by Paolo Maldini allowed Francesco Cozza to con- 
vert a penalty to make it 2-0 for the Calabrian side. 

Six minutes after the restart Andriy 
Shevchenko's header reduced the deficit but 
Reggina held on for a precious victory. 


AS ROMA 


PERUGIA 
crugia kept their hopes of staying in the top 
flight alive with victory in Palermo. 


Antonio Cassano gave Roma a 12th minute lead, 
latching on to a delightful backheel from Italian 
superstar Francesco Totti. 

Five minutes later a powerful free-Lick from Ze 
Maria brought Perugia level and in the 24th minute 
an inspired Ze Maria gave the Umbrian side the 
lead with a penalty. 

‘The old feather as he is known to his peers in 
Ttaly Fabrizio Ravanelli made sure of the points 
seven minutes from time to leave Perugia second 
from bottom on 29 points, one behind Empoli and 
Modena with one match left. 


Inter Milan's Kily Gonzalez (right) Is tack- 
led by Parma's Marcello Castellini as 
Benny Carbone looks on. 


Brescia's Roberto Baggio waves to fans 
as he walks off the pitch at the Mario 
Rigamonti stadium after scoring the win- 


UDINESE 
CHIEVO ..........1 


‘dinese assured themselves of a spot in next 
season's UEFA Cup with this draw. 


aciehn tee tal 


Federico Cossato put the visitors ahead with a 
deflected header after 33 minutes but in first-half 
stoppage time Vincenzo Taquinta restored parity 
when he rifled home his 11th goat of the season. 


SERIE i 


Udinese 1 Chievo 1, Ancona 2 Empoli 1, 
Breseia 2 Lazio 1, Bologna 1 Lecce 1, 
Reggina 2 AC Milan 1, Inter 1 Parma 0, 
Roma 1 Perugia 3, Juventus 2 Sampdoria 0, 


Modena 1 Siena 3. 


IMilan 
2Roma 
Juventus 
Tater Milan 
SParma 
Lazio 
‘TUdinese 
Sampdoria 
9Chievo 
10Brescia 
Bologna 
12Lecce 
13Siena 
14Reggina 
15Modena 
16Empoli 
17Perugia 
18Ancona 


RBSERSESL SORE RO™M 


BIRMINGHAM 
LIVERPOOL . 
iverpool strengthened their grip on fourth 
place with an emphatic victory and now look 
favourites for the final Champions League 
qualifying spot. 

Michael Owen slotted a classy opener from a 
pass by England team mate Emile Heskey on 29 
minutes before Heskey made it 2-0 early'in the sec- 
ond half. 

Birmingham had defender Kenny Cunningham 
sent off midway through the second half for a foul 
on Steven Gerrard and the England midfielder 
capped a fine performance with a third goal in the 
‘86th minute. 


EVERTON . 

BOLTON .. 
olton stayed on course for their best in 
the top flight since 1960 as they secured a 
Teague double over struggling Everton. 

Frenchman Youri Djorkaeff, who scored two 
against Leeds six days ago, again got a double. 

He gave Bolton the lead with a stunning solo 
effort after 14 minutes and, after Duncan Ferguson 
had levelled, pounced three minutes from time for 
seventh-placed Bolton, 


LEEDS UNITED .... 3 
CHARLTON ....... 3 
|wo late goals from Jason Buell Leeds 
T: winning farewell in their final home game 
of the season and confirmed their relegation. 
Charlton took an early lead with a Iong-range 
Matt Holland strike but Leeds replied with goals 
from Matthew Kilgallon ‘and Jermaine Pennant 
before the break. 

Striker Alan Smith, playing probably his last 
home game for the club he supported as a boy, 
made it 3-1 from the penalty spot after 69 minutes 
but Buell replied with a penalty and a close-range 
equaliser. 


LEICESTER CITY . 
PORTSMOUTH ... 
R=: Leicester gaye their fans ‘some 


a 


belated cheer with their second league vic- 
ory in five months, 

‘An own goal by Matthew Taylor put Leicester 
ahead in the sixth minute and Paul Dickov doubled 
the lead with a superb left-foot finish 20 minutes 
later. 

Nigel Quashie pulled a goal back for in-form 
Pompey but James Scowcroft clinched the points to 
move Leicester off the bottom of the table. 


MANCHESTER UTD 
CHELSEA ....... 
jen-man Chelsea held out for a 1-1 draw to 
seal second place in the premier league and 

a guaranteed Champions League slot. 
Chelsea were cruising after Danish winger 
Jesper Gronkjaer's blistering 19th-minute strike 


Newcastle heartbreak: Lee Bowyer and Titus Bramble hold their heads after a 
disappointing one-all draw against the Wolves. 


and stayed ahead when Carlo Cudicini saved a 
penalty from United's Dutch striker Ruud Van 
Nistelrooy just before halftime. . 

Chelsea's German defender Robert Huth was 
sent off in the 73rd minute and Cudicini's howler 
gifted Van Nistelrooy an equaliser four minutes 
later. 


MIDDLESBROUGH ......2 
MANCHESTER CITY ......1 
ismal City failed to pinch the point they 
needed to erase any mathematical doubts 

over their premier league survival. 
Mid-table Boro, on the back of three defeats, 
went ahead after eight minutes through Massimo 
Maccarone and Szilard Nemeth converted a Danny 

Mills cross to make it 2-0 on the half hour. 
Paulo Wanchope supplied an astute finish to 


give City hope but Kevin Keegan's side had a goal » 


tuled out after the break and could not find one that 
counted, 


SOUTHAMPTON 
ASTON VILLA . 


illa's hopes of stealing the fourth 

Champions League spot were soaring after 

39 minutes when Juan Pablo Angel claimed 
his 16th league goal of the season from the penalty 
spot. 


Kevin Phillips equalised on the stroke of half- 
time, firing home from close range as Villa 
appealed for offside, 


TOTTENHAM seal 
BLACKBURN ... aed 
I: a clash of two of the season's biggest under- 


achievers Tottenbam posted their first victory 

for nearly two months as they bid to avoid their 
worst premiership finish. 

Jermain Defoe fired his sixth goal for the club in 
the 18th minute, latching on to a long pass by 
Ledley King. 


NEWCASTLE .. weal 
WOLVERHAMPTON ......1 
‘ewcastle's 15th draw of the season left their 
Champions League hopes hanging by a 
thread white also mathematically confirm- 
ing Wolves' relegation. } 

‘Lee Bowyer had Newcastle ahead after 38 min- 
utes but Wolves, who have now won two and 
drawn two of their last four, deservedly equalised 
through Viorel Ganea in the 70th. 

Newcastle, depleted by injuries and dejected by 
Thursday's UEFA Cup exit, should have won it 
from the spot eight minutes from time but Paul 
Jones saved Alan Shearer's penalty. 


FULHAM .... eee 0 
ARSENAL ... teens 
tsenal moved to within one game of com- 
pleting an unbeaten season after their 11th 
way win in a low-key London derby. 
They were gifted the points after ‘nine minutes 
when Fulham keeper Edwin van der Sar was casu- 
ally caught in possession by Jose Antonio Reyes, 
the Spaniard rolling the ball into an empty net. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Birmingham City 0 Liverpool 3, Everton 1 Bolton 2, 
Leeds Utd 3 Charlton 3, Leicester City 3 Portsmouth 1, 
Manchester Utd 1 Chelsea 1, Middlesbrough 2 
Manchester City 1, Southampton 1 Aston Villa 1, 
Tottenham 1 Blackburn 0, Fulham 0 Arsenal 1, Newcastle 
Utd 1 Wolverhampton 1. 

Pp 


Burnley 1 Sunderland 2, Coventry 2 Crystal Palace 1, 
Crewe 1 Norwich 3, Ipswich 1 Cardiff 1, Millwall 1 
Bradford 0, Preston 3 Sheffield Utd 3, Stoke 0 Gillingham 
0, Walsall 3 Rotherham 2, Watford 1 Reading 0, West 
Bromwich 0 Notts Forest 2, Wigan 1 West Ham 1, 
Wimbledon 1 Derby 0. 


A Pts 
8 79 39 4 
25 it 10 64 42 86 
22:13 6 45 79 
19 17 10 67 45 74 
21 10 13 84 2 73 
21 10 15 72 61 73 
18 17 I 60 45 71 
20 1 15 65 56 71 
20 10 16 55 57 70 
18 15 13:55 48 69 
18 12 16 58 55 66 
M4 65 
17 14 15 68 58 45 
15 15 16-61 58 60 
15 14 17 69 71 59 


Norwich 

‘West Bromwich 
Sunderland 
West Ham 


13 15 18 53 61 34 


13 13 20 53 67 52 
23:48 67 51 
21 45 65 51 
30 38 69 36 
89 


SRRGRRSSESEREERRRERSRSRRV 
5 
= 
3 


Brentford 1 Bournemouth 0, Bristol City2 Blackpool 1, 

Chesterfield 1 Luton 0, Notts County 1 Oldham 1, 

Peterborough 1 Wycombe 1, Plymouth 2 Colchester 0, 

Rushden & Diamonds 0 Port Vale 2, Sheffield Wed 1 QPR 

3, Stockport 2 Barnsley 3, Swindon 1 Hartlepool 1, 

‘Tranmere 2 Grimsby 1, Wrexham 0 Brighton 2. 
PWOD 


26 12 5 
17 30 
3 58 
22 11 64 
20 13 16 
20 13 6 
21 10 B 
17 16 59 
Hho 
ay ES' 
3 4 


Sheffield Wed 
Brentford 
Peterborough 
Stockport 
Chesterfield 
Grimsby 
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ine host nation must certainly be considered among the 
favourites to remain active at the business end of the 
tournament. 

The Portuguese public are surg t6 get behind their national team, 
and as expected, they will play their three first round matches in the 
largest stadiums in Porto and Lisbon, with capacity reaching 65,000 
seats, 

However, weighing up their chances remains a difficult task, as 
the expectations of the supporters may prove to be a burden 
instead of an inspiration. 

Portugal have not been very impressive in the past two years- 
they entered the 2002 World Cup-as possible semi-final contenders, 
but were humbled in the first round. 

Indeed, their only recent achievement was the semi-final appear- 
ance at Euro 2000, when they were unluckily bundled out by even- 
tual champions France 

In their many lead-up friendlies, Portugal did not obtain good 
| results, but perhaps more damaging has been the lack of confi- 
| dence exhibited in their play, and the confusion surrounding the 
} playing system implemented by coach Luiz Felipe Scolari. 

' The Brazilian certainly has the credentials and the background to 

lift the team when it matters most. He took charge of the crisis 
stricken Brazil team in 2001, and a year later he was celebrating a 
historic World Cup triumph, 

Scolari knows what it takes to turn a team’s fortunes around. 

To do this, he will be relying on a.core group of talented, experi- 
enced players, and the younger crop of future stars of the game. 

Former FIFA World Player of the Year Luis Figo will be the main 
attacking threat with his silky skills and intelligent play. 

The Real Madrid superstar is the ringleader for the golden gen- 
eration, of Portuguese footballers, who set the world alight In the 
World Youth Championships in the early nineties. 

Other members of this elite group include FC Porto goalkeeper 
Vitor Bala, and AC Milan playmaker Rui Costa- but these two will 
more than likely figure on the bench as Scolari attempts to strike a 
balance with the emerging players. 

While many consider Euro 2004 to be the final chance for this, 


New successful era. 


golden team, to win a major prize, it may be just the beginning of a, 


PORTUGAL 


{tis on the wings where the latest young talents are set to flour- 
jsh.19-year-old Manchester United starlet Cristiano Ronaldo has 
impressed in the English Premier League when given the opportu- 
nity, and he can work off either flank. 

His selection in the final squad is to be expected, but his failure 
to make himself available for Portugal's last outing against Sweden 
may open the door for Newcastle United,s Hugo Viana (on the left) 
or Barcelona’s Ricardo Quaresma (on the right). 

Scolari has creative attacking midfielders in abundance. 

Brazilian born Deco has had an outstanding run in, the-past two 
seasons. 

After leading his club side Porto to consecutive championships 
and a UEFA Cup victory, he has guided them to the brink of 
Champions League glory with match winning displays in the knock- 
out phases. 

The 26-year old looks like a player who thrives on the biggest 
stage, and he is adept at drawing fouls in the opposition danger 
zone with his nimble footwork and theatricality. 

The Porto side is a magnificent testament to the quality of 
Portuguese football, and the hopes of the nation may rest on these 
players repeating their Champions League form at the international 
level. 

Much sought after defender Paulo Ferreira and Nuno Valente will 
man the fullback positions, with veteran left-back Rui Jorge facing a 
possible suspension between six months and three years for test- 
ing positive to a banned substance. 

The backline looks settled, with Fernando Couto and Jorge 
Andrade a tough central partnership. 

‘Two defensive screens may be used in midfield, allowing Deco 
and Figo the freedom to attack at will. Costinha is a certainty, while 
Benfica players Armando Petit and young gun Tiago will vye for the 
remaining position. 

Meanwhile up front, PSG hitman Pauleta is perhaps Portugal’s 
most important player. The 31-year old veteran is an outside bet to 
be tournament top scorer, and he will of course have excellent ser- 
vice from midfield. 

Pauleta is a natural forward,-something Portugal have lacked in 
the past, but the back up players do not boast his strength or expe- 
fience. 
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ABSW Prediction: Semi-finalists. 


SQUAD LIST: 
Ricarde 

Vitor Baie: 

Quim 

Paulo Ferreira 
Beto 

Nuno Valente 

Rul Jorge 
Fernando Couto 
Jorge Andrade 
Ricardo Carvalho 
Ferrando Meira 
Francisco Costinha 
Armando Petit 
Tiago Mendes 
Nuno Maniche 
Hugo Viana 

Rui Costa 

Deco 

Cristiano Ronaido 


goalkeeper 
goalkeeper 
goalkeeper 
defender 
detender 
defender 
defender 
defender 
defender 
defender 


Boavisia 26 
FC Porto xu 
Braga 28 
FC Porto 25 
Sporting Lisbon 28 
FC Porto 2 
‘Sporting Lisbon St 
Lazio (Italy) 4 
Deportive (Spain) 26 
FC Porto 26 
‘Stuttgart (Germany) = 25 
FC Porto 23 
Benfica cif 
Benfica 23 
FC Porto 26 
Newcastle Utd (Eng) 21 
AC Milan (Italy) 92 
FC Porto 26 


Man, United (England) 19 
Real Madrid (Spain) 31 
Benfica 

Fulham (England) 
Tottenham H’spur (Eng) 21 
Benfica 27 
P. S, Germain (France) 31 


ihe Greek national team look set to right the wrongs of 
their last outing in the international arena- the 1994 World 
Cup In which they went home after three heavy losses. 

This time around, the Greeks have fixed the defensive shortcom- 
ings and will rely on a new found ability to absorb pressure for 
extended periods in a match. 

The road to Portugal started in the worse possible fashion, how- 
ever, with two 2-0 losses to Group 6 favourites Spain and Ukraine. 

But masterful German coach Otto Rehhagel saw the bigger pic- 
ture, and knew that Greece still had a chance if the players, clubs 
and federation united for the one objective. 

The objective- qualification for this year’s European 
Championships- was then achieved as the Greeks rattled off the 
wins in the remaining six matches. Remarkably, they did not con- 
cede a single goal. 

The Greek national team has for a long period of time suffered 
from having inexperienced and naive coaches at the helm, but 
Rehhagel has brought with him the famed ability of German teams 
to tough it out and win against the odds. 

Ifthe win over Spain in Zaragoza is anything to go by, Greece will 
play a counter-attacking game, but will vary the tactics according to 
the opposition. 

The preferred formation is 4-4-2, but this may be converted to a 
5-4-1 sweeper system, or 4-5-1 with a packed midfield, 

To the credit of the players, they hava adapted to the different 
playing styles and have displayed flexibility and maturity when play- 
ing in front of their demanding fans, and away from home. 

Rehhagel will remain loyal to the players who helped establish a 
15 match unbeaten run prior to the recent friendly in Eindhoven. 

Experienced centre back Nikos Dabizas will pariner AS Roma,s 
Traianos Dellas, with Giorgios Seitaridis and Benfica player 
Panagiotis Fyssas operating on the right and left respectively. 

Both fullbacks love to get forward, and Fyssas, with his knowl- 
edge of Portuguese football, may be handed the unenviable task of 
marking Luis Figo in the tournament opener in Porto, as a wing- 
back. 

Defensive cover is also provided in midfield, with the influential 
pairing of Theo Zagorakis and dead-ball specialist Angelos 
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GREECE 


Bassinas working closely with the centre backs to deny space to the 
‘opposition, Further forward, AEK Athens playmaker Vassilis 
Tsiartas:is the heart and soul of the team, and his ability to score 
match winning goals must not be underestimated. 

Partnering him in support of the striker(s) is Inter Milan dynamo 
Giorgios Karagounis, who has just recently found a place in the 
starting line-up for the Serle A club. 

While Tsiartas provides the team with that touch of class going 
forward, Karagounis is a terrier, working hard to retrieve possession 
and applying his speed on the ball to good effect. 

Stylianos Giannakopoulos, who scored the winner in Spain, will 
occupy the right flank, and he will be expected to put in a good 
showing ir these finals considering he has been below par and 
under used for his club side, Bolton Wanderers. 

While the coach is lucky to have an experienced goalkeeper in 
Antonis Nikopolidis, a rugged defence, classy fulbacks, and a com- 
petitive midfield, the one ingredient that is lacking is a potent strike- 
force. 

Without a target man or a recognised goalscorer up front, Greece 
may struggle to make an impact on the opposition deferice. 

The first choice partnership represents the past and future of 
Greak football. 

Atletico Madrid striker Demis Nikolaidis is arguably past his best, 
and is set for a return to his former Greek club AEK Athens, while 
‘speedy youngster Angelos Haristeas has not made a significant 
impact for the national toam or his club Werder Bremen- who have 
charged to the Bundesiiga title largely without his help. 

The spotlight will well and truly be on Greece when they take on 
hosts Portugal in the tournament's opening match, and they will be 
under pressure to obtain instant redemption for past sins. 

This team has potential, and King Otto, will be working hard to 
transfer his big match experiences onto the players. 

The four goal loss to the Dutch in their last match would have 
dampened their spirits, especially after such as successful run of 
late, and they will need to bounce back in their final warm-up game 
against Poland in late May, if they are to entertain any thoughts of 
progressing beyond a tough opening group phase. 
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Werder Bremen (Ger) 24 


GROUP A 


by Peter Damalas. 


SPAIN 


espite qualifying for the European Championships 
)trrousn the play-offs- a rarety for a Spain team who have 

made a habit out of comfortably progressing to major 
naments- this team is shaping up as a real threat in neigh- 
‘ing Portugal. 
1-0 home loss to Greece last June put the Spanish team under 
2 pressure as they slipped into second spot in Group 6 with 
ine breathing down their necks. In the end they held off that 
enge and came through the tussle with Norway with relative 


ithaps this was the wake up call that Spain needed. 
‘ra country with such a competitive domestic league and given 
uccess of Spanish clubs in the Champions League and UEFA 
the continued under achievement at international level has 
inly been puzzling. : 
t tides are about to change, and national coach Inaki Saez is 
2 include a host of young players with long futures in Spanish 
irs, 
lowing the recent 1-1 draw in a triandly encounier in Genoa, 
alian press remarked that Spain played like a team with a pian. 
¢ coach Saez- who lead the nations Under-21 team to the 
2ean Championship in 1988, betore capturing the 1999 FIFA 
1 Youth Championship and a silver medal at the 2000 Olympic 
2s in Sytiney- is the perfect man to see Spain davalap a win- 
culture not unlike France at present 
2 Primera Liga has attracted the world's greatest footballers 
since the Bosman ruling came into effect This culture of 
‘ing meant that home grown players were often frozen out of 
rst team, with predominantly South American players taking 
positions. 
wever, the abllity of the Spanish player is being recognised 
nore than ever, and this has lead to the exporting of players to 
European clubs. 
‘nando Morientes is a case in point. His goalscoring exploits 
S Monaco in the Champions League have made him the 
st property in European football: he has transferred himself 
disgarded reserve at Real Madrid to new striking sensation. 
ain have depth and class all across the field. 
ile an almost non-existent defence has not helped Iker 
as in goal for Real Madrid, he remains in the top three in the 
alongside Italian Gianluigi Buffon and Germany's Oliver 


will retain the No 1 guernsey for Euro 2004, despite pressure 
veteran reserve goalkeeper Santiago Canizares, whose 
stic form with Valencia has been key to their championship 


and UEFA Cup run. The only possible weakness, on paper atleast, 
is the lack of cover in defence. 

Barcelona's brilliant defender Carles Puyol- much admired at Old 
Trafford- may have to slot into the centre of defence from his Posi- 
tion of right back, where he will attempt to provide a commanding 
Presence in the mould of past great Fernando Hierro, 

Alongside Puyol will be young Valencia defender Carlos 
Marchena, with Deportivo La Coruna reserve Martin Cesar an alter- 
native. - 

Attacking full-back Michel Salgado is a certainty on the right hand 
side of defence, but left-back remains a problems position, with for- 
mer Leeds United defender Raul Bravo unconvincing. 

Another option that is open to Saez Is to shift Ivan Helguera back 
into defence from midfield, allowing Puyol to switch to left-back, 
where he is also quite capable. 

Spain's sweeping passing game in midfield is a key aspect of 
their play, and there are a number of different combinations that the 
coach may choose from. 

The likely set-up in central midfield is Ruben Baraja as defensive 
midfielder with brilliant Deportivo playmaker Juan Carlos Valeron in 
a more advanced position. 

‘On the flanks, Joaquin and Vicente, both 22, have ‘speed and are 
adept at getting beyond the opposing fullbacks and cutting infield to 
assist the strikers. 

‘These two will play a huge part in the Spanish national team for 
the forseeable future, but they must first overcome the competition 
from the likes of Joseba Etxebberia and Jose Antonio Reyes, who 
are also capable of playing up front. 

Spain are captained by arguably the greatest player in the coun- 
try’s footballing history, Raul Gonzalez. 

By his high standards, Raul has not had the best of seasons, but 
this may be just the tonic to ensure he performs: at his peak in the 
next couple of months. 

Raul has won everything at club level at the age of 26, but he 
femains hungry for success on the international stage. 

He is set to rekindle the fantastic partnership with Morientes, who 
is clearly the man of the moment, 

On the bench however, twenty year old Atletico Madrid striker 
Femando Torres is snapping at the heels of his elder rival, 

His first goal for Spain two weeks ago is shaping up as a sign ot 
things to come, and Torres will be looking forward to impressing in 
his first senior tournament and create a springboard for future suc- 
cess. 

Spain will prove too'strong for Russia in their opening encounter, 
while revenge will be a key motivating factor in the remaining Group 


RUSSI 


ussia will, as usual, bring a solid but not spectacular side 
to a major tournament. The Russians have made a habit 
out of consistently qualifying for World Cups and 
‘ean Championships, but once they arrive on the big 
, they seem unable to pose a threat to even the weakest 
dosItion. 

2ed, it was once said that Russia would be the best team in 
wid if this was decided by results obtained in friendly match- 
it even this reputation has fallen by the wayside in recent 


umber, of. factors contribute to the downfall of the Russian 
1 major tournaments. 
vaps the most apparent factor is the change in conditions. 
majority of national team players are based in their own 
y and are used to playing in much cooler conditions, but when 
8s to playing in warmer climates in the summer heat, they 
) struggle with the physical demands, allowing teams which 
thaps fitter to overtake them. 
other factor relates to the style of play. Russia tend to play 
vatively come finals time, abandoning the confident, sweep- 
lacking brand of football that 
ch in the qualifiers and lead up matches. 
Russia to have any impact whatsoever on this tournament, 
ill need to believe in themselves, play with confidence and 
all, refrain from retreating into their shells. 
ch Georgi Yartsev is a firm believer in the abilities of the 
n player, and his final squad selection is set to virdicate this, 
@ majority of players based at home, and a minor sprinkling 
ted midfielders that play abroad. 
may inspire some of the untested players, Particularly the 
i, to put in a goad showing and give Russian football the kick- 
‘so desperately needs. 


their © 


Practically the entire backline is taken from the champion 
Lokomotiv Moscow side, which has contested the past two 
Chempions League competitions, stretching finalists AS Monaco in 
the second round before being eliminated on away goals. 

In midfield, the coach is able to call upon a host of players that 
are blessed with European experience, and others that are set to 
take Group A by storm. 


The suspension of the excellent Yegor Titov for 12-months for ille- . 


gal drug use almost cost Russia their spot in the toumament, with 
the vanquished Welsh FA lodging two appeals to UEFA, which were 
both tumed down. 

His absence is more than made up for by the likes of Dmitri 
Alenichev (who has helped FC Porto to the Champions League 
final), the ageing Aleksandr Mostovol and Portsmouth,s Aleksei 
Smertin. 

On the right wing, Rolan Gusev will give opponents a few 
headaches, while 21-year old schemer Marat Ismailov will be anoth- 
er player to keep an eye on. 

Up front, hopes will be pinned on the shoulders of recently 
capped Dinamo Moscow striker Dmitri Bulykin, who scored four 
times in his first five matches, and 20-year old Dmitri Sychev. 

One gets the feeling that if Russia can get their act together in the 
three first round matches, they may pull off an upset and qualify for 
the quarter-finals, 

This however, is contingent on the players maintaining consistent 
form, which has been lacking in the past year. They lost to minnows 
Albania and neighbours Georgia in the qualifiers before accounting 
for Group 10 winner Switzerland 4-1. 

Atthis point in time, any mention of football and Russia immedi- 
ately brings the name Roman Abramovich into the conversation. 

This team will need to play out of their skins to put Russian foot- 
ball back on the map. 


ABSW Prediction: Semi-finalists. 
Ricardo goalkeeper Boavista 28 |) 
Vitor Baia goalkeeper FC Porto 34 
Quim. goalkeeper Braga 28 
Paulo Ferreira defender FC Ponto 25 
Beto defender ‘Sporting Lisbon 28 
‘Nuno Valente: oefender FC Porto 29 
Rul Jorge defender Sporting Lisbon 31 || 
Femando Couto cefender Lazio (Italy) 4} 
Jorge Andrade defender Deportivo (Spain) 26 || 
Ricardo Carvalho defender FC Ponto 26 
Femando Meira defender —-Stufigart (Germany) 25 
Francisco Costinha ‘midfielder FC Porto 2 
Armando Petit midfielder Benfica - 27 
Tiage Mendes: midfielder Benfica 2 
Nuno Maniche midfielder FC Porto a 
Hugo Vians midfielder Newcastle Utd (Eng) 21 
Rui Costa midfielder AC Milan (italy) 32 
Deco midtielder FC Porto 26 
Cristiano Ronaldo midfielder Man. United (England) 19 
Luis Figo midfielder Real Madrid (Spain) 31 } 
‘Simao Sabrosa_ striker Benfica 24 
Luis Boa Morte ‘suiker Fulham (England) 26 
Helder Postiga striker Tottenham H’spur (Eng) 21 
Nuno Gomes striker. Benfica 27 
Pedro Pauleta siiker P. S. Germain (France) 31 


Amatches against Greece and Portugal, who were arantad hosting 
nights for the tournament ahead of Spain. 

With supporters sure to travel alongside them, Spain will certain- 
ly feel right at home, and the all-round quality of the team will see 
them come close to winning Euro 2004. 


30 

25 

24 

35 

27 

Rotor Volgograd 24 

V. Evseev defender Lokomotiv Moscow 28 
G.Nizhegoradov defender Lokomotiv Moscow 28 
A. Solomatin delender GSKA Moscow 28 
D. Alenichev midfielder FC Porto (Portugal) 31 
R. Gusev midfielder CSKA Moscow 26 
M, tzmailov midfielder- Lokomotiv Moscow 21 
D, Loskov midfielder Lokomotiv Moscow 30 
A. Mostavoi midfielder Celta Vigo (Spain) 35 
V. Radimov midfielier Zenit St Petersburg 28 
A. Smertin midfielder Portsmouth (England) 29 
D. Bulykin striker Dinamo Moscow 24 
A. Kerzhakov striker Zenit St Petersburg 21 
D. Sytchev striker Lokomotiv Moscow 20 
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Celta Vigo's Peter Luccine (right) tackles 

lencia were crowned champions of Spain's 

Primera Liga after goals from Vicente and 
Ruben Baraja saw off Sevilla 2-0. 

Rafael Benitez's side are seven points clear of sec- 
‘ond-placed Real Madrid with two rounds of games 
remaining. 

They took a 12th-minute lead when Vicente 
scored, and his fellow Spanish intemational Baraja 
removed any doubt by netting a stunning second in 
the closing stages. 

Real Madrid slumped to their fourth defeat in five 
matches with a humiliating 2-3 loss at home to Real 
Mallorca who are close to securing their top-flight 
Status. 

Former Real Madrid player Samuel Eto'o was the 


Werder Bremen striker Ailton celebrates 
after scoring against Bayern Munich, 


erder Bremen were crowned champions of 
Germany at the home of their only remain- 
ing challengers, Bayern Munich, 

Outgoing champions Bayern had won four of the 
five previous Bundesliga crowns but were humbled 
3-1 in front of their own fans by the northerners, who 
have been in pole position since December 13. 

First-half goals from Bremen star Iyan Klasnic, 
French whiz Johan Micoud and Ailton secured the 
points for Bremen although Dutch striker Roy 
Makaay grabbed a late consolation for the Bavarians. 
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but Barca keeper Victor Valdes tipped a Peter Luccin 


star of the show with two brilliant solo goals in the 
first half, Alejandro Campano adding the third with 
a clever free kick. 

Francisco Pavon had briefly brought Madrid level 
at 1-1 while Luis Figo made it 3-2 with a penalty five 
minutes into the second half but overall it was a poor 
show by the home side. 

Barcelona's 17-match winning run finally came to 
an end with a 1-0 loss at Celta ce Vigo. 

Brazilian midfielder Edu struck the winner when 
he curled a low shot inside the post from the edge of 
the area after a neatly worked move two minutes 
before the break. 

Celta should have gone two up in the second half 


Stuttgart's hopes of booking a Champions League 
spot were dented as they lost 2-1 at Hamburg. 

Cacau's consolation for Stuttgart came too later 
after Stefan Beinlich (38) and Nico-Jan Hoogma (47) 
had put Hamburg in the driving seat. 

Bayer Leverkusen stretched their unbeaten run to 
nine games with a 2-0 defeat of Cologne. 

Clemens Fritz and Franca were on target as’Klaus 
Augenthaler's side closed in on the final Champions 
‘League spot currently occupied by Stuttgart. 

Hertha Berlin improved their chances of top-flight 
survival with a 6-2 thrashing of Borussia Dortmund. 

They rushed to a 3-0 lead thanks to a Sebastian 
Kehl own goal and further strikes from Brazilian 
striker Marcelinho (20) and Croatian star Fredi Bobic 
(37). 

Ewerthon (52) pulled one back before Artur 
Wichniarek (58) made it 4-1. Ewerthon (80) pulled 
back another but further goals from Andreas 
‘Neuendorf and Nando Rafael completed the rout. 

Another team to pull away from the danger zone 
was Kaiserslautern, who eclipsed Wolfsburg 3-2. 

‘Two goals from Vratislay Lokvenc and one from 
Nenad Bjelica were sufficient for Kaiserslautern. 

Wolfsburg's goals came from Diego Klimowicz 
and Martin Petrov but they had Stefan Schnoor sent 
off in the closing minutes. 

Borussia Monchengladbach boosted their survival 
hopes with a a 2-0 home win over Schalke 04. 

Markus Hausweiler gave the hosts an early lead 
before Vaclav Sverkos' penalty on the stroke of half- 
time put the brakes on Schalke's push for a place in 
Europe. 

Hannover all but ended Bintracht Frankfurt’s 
hopes of survival with a 3-0 triumph. 

‘Thomas Brdaric scored a goal in each half and 
Mohammadou Idrissou added the third. 

Bochum climbed back into the top five of the 
Bundesliga with a comfortable 3-0 victory over mid- 
table Freiburg. Bochum are now two points clear of 
Borussia Dortmund in the race for the crucial fifth 
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penalty on to the post. ; 

Villarreal gave themselves an excellent chance of 
appearing in next season's UEFA Cup with a 1-0 vic~ 
tory over Real Betis. 

Jose Mari netted the only goal of the game on 67 
minutes after he got onto a brilliant through ball from 
Juan Roman Riquelme. 

Malaga improved their chances of qualifying for 
next term's UEFA Cup after they beat already-rele- 
gated Murcia 1-0. 

‘Murcia proved stubborn opponents and a point 
looked most likely until Miguel Angel broke the 
deadlock in the 65 minute with a powerful header. 

Fifth-placed Atheltic Bilbao currently occupy one 
of the UEFA Cup spots but needed a contentious late 
penalty to salvage a 1-1 draw at home to Albacete. 

Second-bottom Valladolid fought back twice to 
eam a point at home against Real Sociedad in an 
incredible maich that contained 11 bookings, three 
red cards and two penalties. 

Igor Gabilondo gave the visitors the lead but just 
three minutes later Fernando Sales equalised, tuck- 
ing away the rebound of Albano Bizzarri's saved 


ty. 
Nihat put Sociedad back in front late in the first 
half before Sales made it 2-2 with a rocket of a head- 


ca 

‘Real Zaragoza's hopes of avoiding relegation were 
boosted as they snatched a 1-0 victory against 
Osasuna thanks to an injury time winner from 
Alvaro. 

Another team to benefit from a last-gasp goal 
were Zaragoza's fellow strugglers Racing Santander 


who eared a point after a 2-2 draw with Atletico 


1860 Munich look to be bound for the second divi- 
sion after a crushing 3-0 defeat at the hands of Hansa 
Rostock. 

With two games left to play, they trail both 
Kaiserslautern and Hertha Berlin by four points and 
such gaps are rarely bridged so late in football sea- 
sons. 

Australian Paul Agostino had a number of shots 
cleared that could have put 1860 in the lead but it was 
not to be for the Socceroo International. 


pEeedane ane 


| 


=f 


Madrid. 

Ariel Ibagaza and Gonzalo De Jos Santos twice 
gave Atletico the lead but Cristian Alvarez, was on 
hand to make it 1-1 before Omri Afek netted a last- 
minute equaliser to salvage a point for Racing. 


GREEK ETHNIKI 
KATIGORIA 


Panathinalkos players celebrate their win 
Greek Cup Final 


Panathinaikos lifted the Greek Cup after beating 
local rivals Olympiakos 3-1 to complete the first leg 
of a possible domestic double. 

‘A second-half brace from Cyprus international 
Michalis Konstantinou saw off Olympiakds who 
were on leyel terms for only three minutes. 

Fireworks lit up the sky as captain Angelos 
Basinas lifted the cup in front of 3,500 jubilant 
Panathinaikos supporters. The match was dominated 
by a series of quick-fire substitutions from 
Clympiakos's veteran coach Nikos Alefantos who 
‘began making changes after only 15 minutes. 

He responded to Panathinaikos taking the lead 
through a Dimitris Papadopoulos header by bringing 
on a second forward, Lambros Houtos for defender 
Grigoris Georgatos. 

‘Against the run of play Olympiakos grabbed an 
equaliser after Brazilian forward Giovanni got his 
head to an excellent Predrag Djordjevic cross. 

Parity was short-lived as Konstantinou made up 
for his first-half misses with his two goals. 

With a two-point lead over Olympiakos in the 
league, Panathinaikos now hope to complete the dou- 
ble. 


Celtic's Henrik Larsson (centre) holds off the challenge 


of Rangers’ Zurab Khizanishvil (right). 


late Chris Sutton strike 
At Celtic to a 1-0 

win over Old Firm 
rivals Rangers. 

The Bhoys recorded an Old 
Firm clean sweep of victories 
at Parkhead, as they confirmed 
their status as Scotland's pre- 
mier club. 

Yet they left it very late, 
Sutton's sublime chip in the 
final minute helping Celtic toa 
fifth consecutive victory over 
their Glasgow rivals. 

Celtic, who regained the 
title at Kilmarnock on April 
18, had lost three out of the 
last five matches and had not 
won at home since beating 
Barcelona in the UEFA Cup on 
March 11. : 

Hearts came back from 
behind to book a place in the 
UEFA Cup first round by 
defeating Dunfermline 2-1 at 
‘Tynecastle. 

Two goals from Mark de 
Vries cancelled out Andy Tod's. 
early opener and meant that 
the fourth-placed Pars cannot 
now catch Hearts in third. 

Mark Wilson scored the 
only goal of the game to hand 
Dundee United all three points 
at Motherwell. 

After a goalless first period, 
the ‘Tannadice midfielder 
stunned the Fir Park crowd 
with a brilliant 52nd-minute 
strike. 

"The win keeps Unites 
hopes of a fourth-place finish 
alive after Dunfemline's 
defeat.Steven Milne's fifth 
goal in seven games sent 


Dundee on their way to a com- 
fortable 2-0 win over 
Kilmamock at Dens Park. 

There were only five min- 
‘utes gone when the in-form 
striker, who has missed much 
of the season with injury, 
linked up well with Nacho 
Novo before hammering home 
a shot from 16 yards. 

‘The visitors could have been 
level when Kris Boyd missed a 
sitter but a Novo strike with 10 
minutes remaining clinched all 
three points for Dundee. 

Garry O'Connor snatched a 
1-0 win for Hibernian with a 
last-minute goal __ against 
Aberdeen. 

The Dons looked set for a 
share of the spoils at Pittodrie 
to give stand-in goalkeeper 
‘Ryan Esson a clean-sheet. 

But Hibs forward O'Connor 
had other ideas when he 
motored along from the 
halfway line before slotting 
past Esson. 

Livingston and Partick 
shared the points after drawing 
2-2 at Almondvale. 

A. glancing -header by 
defender Adrian Madaschi 
gave the Jags a fourth-minute 
ead but the home side played 
their way back'into the game 
and deserved their equaliser, 
which arrived through a 
Burton O'Brien drive in the 
22nd minute. 

Jags striker James Grady put 
the -visitors ahead after the 
break just before . Colin 
McMenamin levelled again for 
the home side. 


‘Monaco’s Julien Rodriguez (left) fights for the ball with 
Abdoulaye Meite, of Marseille. 


yon cemented their posi- 
tion at the top of the table 
they came from behind 

to win 2-1 at struggling Metz. 
Giovane Elber hit the winner 
after Juninho Pernambucano had 
cancelled out Toifilou Maoulida's 
early opener for Metz, who fin- 
ished with 10 men following 
Franck Beria's late dismissal. 
Champions League finalists 
Monaco were grateful for a last- 
minute Ludovic Giuly goal as 
they climbed back to second 
place by beating UEFA Cup 
finalists Marseille, 
The Monaco skipper helped his 
team overtake Paris St Germain 
and move to within two points of 
Lyon again. 
Paris St Germain maintained 
their pursuit of the Ligue 1 title 
by beating Rennes 1-0. 
‘The match was settled by a sec- 
ond-half winner from captain 
Frederic Dehu at the rainy Parc 
des Princes. 
Dehu scored his first goal of the 
season on the hour mark to spark 
jubilant scenes inside the stadi- 


‘um. 
Ajaccio struck a late equaliser 
‘that will help their battle for sur- 
vival but will dent Auxerre's 
quest for European football. 

The hosts from Burgundy had 
opened the scoring in the first 
minute of the match through 
Bonaventure Kalou but Yohan 
Demont struck a late leveller that 
Keeps them level on points with 


the fourth-bottom team, 
‘Le Mans pulled off another sen- 
sational win, their fourth ina row, 
-ina bid for what would be a stun- 
ning escape from relegation, 
beating Guingamp 42, 
Le Mans have had a miserable 
first season of top-flight football 
following their historic promo- 
tion but this result keeps alive the 
promise of a fairytale ending in a 
eral geaa lost a 
month ago. 
Lille guaranteed their top-flight 
status for another year with a 2-1 
home win over 10-man 
Bordeaux. 
Milenko Acimovic's first-half 
penalty and Vladimir Manchev's, 
second-half header had the hosts 
in cruise control before substitute 
Herve Alicarte pulled a goal back 
from the penalty spot. 
Basement club Montpellier will 
need something close to a miracle 
to remain in the top-flight after 
Nicolas Godemeche's late own- 
goal gifted visitors Nice a share 
off the spoils in an entertaining 2- 
2 draw. 
‘Sochaux had an evening to forget 
as they crashed to a 3-0 home 
‘Substitute Gregory Pujol scored a 
late goal to give Nantes a 1-0 vic- 
tory at Toulouse while Bastia and 
Strasbourg played out a goalless 
draw with both clubs still not 
mathematically sure of top-flight 
football next season. 
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Alax team captain Rafael van der Vaart (right) and Tomas 
Galasek hold the trophy while thelr team mates celebrate 


jax were crowned 
Eredivisie champions for 
2%h time, beating 


NAC Breda 2-0 to take the title 
on the penultimate weekend of 
the season. 

First-half goals from Wesley 
Sneijder and Zlatan Ibrakimovic 
ended any lingering hopes which 
PSV Eindhoven had of success- 
fully defending their title. 

The final whistle in the 
Amsterdam ArenA was greeted 
by jubilant scenes from the vast 
majority of the 49,717 crowd as 
the Amsterdammers recaptured 
the title. 


Second-placed PSV. 
Eindhoven secured a place in 
next season's Champions League 
as they ended their home cam- 
paign with a 3-2 tiumph at the 
expense of ADO Den Haag. 

Park Ji-Sung and Mateja 
Kezman gave PSV a 2-0 lead 
before ADO hit back to square 
the match through Romeo 
Castelen and Roy Stroeve, 
Wilfried Bouma scored a late 
winner for PSV. 

Despite the defeat Den Haag 
are now mathematically safe 
from the prospect of relegation, 


Although Sammy Youssouf 
equalised Dirk Kuijt's early 
strike, the team from Rotterdam 
romped home with further goals 
from ‘Thomas Buffel, Patrick 


Paauwe and Ebi Smolarek. 

Amstel Cup holders Utrecht, 
who have also reached this year’s 
Dutch Cup final, saw off 
Groningen 2-0 with goals from 
Patrick Zwaanswijk and Sandro 
Calabro. 

RKC Waalwijk and Twente 
Enschede had to settle for a 3-3 
draw. 

Bernardo Vascencelos gave 
RKC an early lead before goals 
from Blaise N'Kufo (41) and Adil 
Ramzi (61) made it 2-1 to the 
team from Enschede. 

After Patrick Van Diemen 
equalised, substitute Kim 
Christiansen restored Twente's 
lead - only for Zeljko Petrovic to 
equalise in stoppage time. 

Surprise packages AZ 
Alkmaar lost 1-0 to Heerenveen, 
for whom Gerald Sibon was on 


target. 

‘Vitesse Amhem's season went 
from bad to worse when they lost 
20 in Kerkrade to Roda JC who 
had goals from Kevin Van Dessel 
and Cristiano to thank for their 
win. 

NEC Nijmegen fought back 
for a-I-1 draw with Volendam 
who took the lead through Dion 
Esajas before Youssouf Hersi's 
equaliser, 

The match between Zwolle 
and Willem II finished goalless. 

Although bottom, Volendam 
are now just one point behind 
Vitesse Arnhem and two behind 
Zwolle with one game left. 
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By Paul Goodwin 


n ominous fog covered Pluim 
Park for much of Central 
Coast’s make-or-break match 
|| against the Tigers on Saturday, and 
while it seemed to herald doom and 
gloom for the Central Coast side, it 
seemed also to hamper the efforts of 
the A.P.LA forwards. 

Whether or not it was the intermittent 
fog that covered the ground, or the fact 
that both teams were fighting to avoid 
the dreaded bottom position, the match 
struggled to get into gear. 

It was 32-minutes before either goal- . 
keeper had to make a save when Andrew 
Clark put a free-kick hard at Matthew 


ockdale finished a disappoint 

R: season on a high note, 

lefeating a second-string 

‘Sydney Crescent Star side 2-0 in blus- 
tery conditions at Lidcombe Oval. 

With all the interest in the result hay- 
ing been taken out of the match with 
Penrith’s loss to the Eagles on Saturday 
night, both sides took the opportunity to 
rest players and give some match time to 
a number of youngsters on the cusp of 
first-grade selection. 

“With Penrith losing we really had 
nothing to play for, so the tactics were to 
give it our best and prepare for next 
weeks match by not picking up any 
injuries or yellow cards,” Crescent Star 
coach Yasin Ozdenak said. 

Following their coaches instructions 
to the letter, Crescent Star were more 
content to push the ball around the park 
and left all the physical confrontations 
and creativity to their opponents. 

‘The Suns may have been beaten for 
time in possession by the home side but 


‘Trott, from 30-metres out. Up until that 
stage it had been a midfield stalemate, 
with neither team really attempting to 
score and both-teams obviously intent on 
not losing. 

In a twist of fate the clearance from 
‘Trott - after Clark’s free kick - ended up 
with A.PLA.’s first goal. 

Dave Barrett latched onto Trott’s poor 
kkick out, and promptly sent the ball back 


Coast emerge from = fog 


&. me Contest Coast United 


into the Central Coast penalty area where 
Norman Tome found the defence not real- 
izing what had happened and promptly 
lobbed the ball over a stranded goalkeep- 
er to open the scoring, 

‘The remainder of the first-half contin- 
ued in the same pattern. 

The break at least gave the coaches a 
chance to motivate their players and 
wher play resumed both teams seemed a 
more motivated, 

Peter Haynes and Norman Tome both 
attempted long shots which were safely 
held by the goalkeepers, and play was 
livelier. 

‘Twenty minutes into the second-half 
APLA. mounted an attack and the ball 
found former Central Coast player and 
Golden Boot recipient James Monie, and 
‘he did what he had not been doing this 
season: he doubled A.PILA.’s score witha 
simple tap-in, much to the displeasure of 
his former Coast team-mates. 

A couple more long-shots from 
Haynes and a header from Tome, mag- 


when they had the ball at their feet they 
were direct and caused no end of prob- 
lems in and around the box. Denis 
Alilovic caused all the damage, with two 
first-half goals that lifted the three points 
‘out of reach. 

Alilovic made easy work of his penal- 
ty shot in the 17th minute after Michael 
Cindric was deemed to have handled the 
ball inside the box when chasing back to 
cover a through-ball from Kosta Miric, 


- Alilovic doubled his tally in the 37th 


minute when a low cross from Tony Ju 
on the left was mis-kicked by Askin 
Oygur and the scraps fell to the burly 
striker, lurking unmarked at the back 
post. 

Without the suspended Joe Bruni and 
resting key players Ugur Tokdogen, 
Daniel Willoughby and the injured trio 
Orhan Dincer, Anthony Hartshorn and 
Vanja Ivesa, Crescent Star never really 
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- Panthers 
puffed-out 


bitterly disappointing end to 

the Penrith season saw them 

fall victim to the ‘giant- 
killing’ Eagles machine, beaten 1-0 
at Cook Park, St. Marys on 
Saturday night. 

Going into the match desperate for 
three points to put pressure on Sydney: 
Crescent Star for fifth spot, the 
Panthers self-destructed in front of 
their home fans, after a lone goal from 
diminutive striker Andy Kane, 

While the game itself ebbed and 
flowed, the Panthers held all the run- 
ning in the first-half and were unlucky 
not to take the lead posting a number of 
crucial misses. Danny Hinton, cele- 
brating his 200th first grade game with 
the club, went closest when he 
skimmed the top of the crossbar with a 
shot. 


nificently saved by Trott, were the a 
lights of the remainder of the match. 

Tn the end A-PI.A. were happy with 
the result but the Coast players had to 
wait until they heard the result of the 
Blacktown-Canterbury match before they 
could breathe a sigh of relief, 

Overall the dismal play matched the 
dismal night. 

APLA’s Les De Celis was pleased 
that his side had at last managed a win, 
and seemed almost relieved that a very 
disappointing season was finally over. 

Coast’s Jim Foley said that he was dis- 
appointed with the loss, but was glad the 
team had fought hard enough to stay 
above bottom place — and in the League 
for another season at the least. 

“We live to fight another season and I 
just hope I can hang on to our younger 
players that have tried so hard during a 
disappointing year,” Foley said. 

"The experience will have only done 
them good and next season should bring 
much better results.” 


Kane and Nathan Rivera put their 
foot to the floor and enjoying a glut of 
possession from midfielder Paul 
Down, Anthony Mittiga and Matthew 
Clowes they cut loose, 

Kane tumed that pressure into the 
only goal of the game in the 52nd 
minute when he put away a loose ball 
at the back post from a comer. Referee 
Greg Leverton allowed play to contin- 
ue after goalkeeper Chad Taylor had 
fallen when attempting to clear the cor- 
ner, the ball sliding through a few pairs 
of legs to Kane who beat Danny Wells 
to the ball. 

‘The best chances fell to Penrith who 
came within a whisker of an equaliser. 
Jason Connolly was unable to find the 
target with a strong header inside the 
last quarter of an hour while Adam 
Anderson, playing against his former 
club, mis-hit a drive at the vital 
moment with only Peter Munsie to 
beat. 


seemed comfortable in launching a 
comeback despite going close to pulling 
a goal back early in the second-half. 

Their best chance fell to Hakan 
Sevgin in the 55th minute when he mis- 
hit his shot after a cross from his partner 
‘Tolgay Ozbey. 

“The game really summed up our sea~ 
son in many ways,” Suns coach Ivan 
Petkovic said, “we played a little up and 
down in the second-half and that has 
been our problem all year.” 

However Ozdenak still has games to 
look forward to, 

“Tt is a big two weeks for the club and 
1 was relieved we did not do ourselves 
any damage today and will be close to 
our best for these two important games,” 
Ozdenak said. 
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Devils reign supre 


By Paul Goodwin 


tall came toa head on Saturday as 
the Devils shaped up against the 
-White Eagles side. Up for grabs 
was the possibility of Beleonnen’s first 
minor Premiership, as well as Dija 
Prenzoski fired up for a big game, 
lying only two goals away from Matt 
Borg in the hunt for the Golden Boot, 
The game started all to plan for the 
|| Devils, with a goal in under two minutes, 
but they were soon dragged into a frus- 
trating deadlock with Bonnyrigg, with 
the scores locked 1-1 at half-time, 

Blue Devils midfielder Oscar Zamora 
openend the scoring in the second 

| minute when he forced Ali Akbal in the 
Bonnyrigg goal into a desperate save, 
following this with a bending free-kick 
two minutes later which Lee 
Pietrukowski couldn’t quite reach. 

In the seventh minute a Daniel Macor 
cross from the left was met at the back 
post by Mike Katz whose header hit a 
defender and went out for a comer, 

In the 15th minute Bonnyrigg had 
their first opportunity through Jimmy 
Aschner, but his shot sailed high and 
wide from six-yards out from a cross by 
Brad Groves. 

The 17th minute saw the home side 
knocking the ball around well with 
‘Zamora spraying the ball wide to Katz 
whose cross was met by Macor, but was 
unable to get a clean contact and the 
chance went begging. 

In the 25th Bonnyrige went close 
again when Tafyun Devrimol found the 
ball at his feet inside the six-yard hox, 
though he could only offer his shot 
straight at Tony Giannasca in the 
Belconnen goal. 

‘An exchange of passes between Nic 
Purdue and Danny Macor, then saw 
Purdue hit the side netting in the 30th 
minute, 

‘The first-half finished with the Blue 
Devils wondering how they had not been 
able to convert all their consistent pres- 
sure into the goals that they so desper- 
ately wanted. 

‘The second-half got under way, with 
the Blue Devils’ leading scorer Ilija 
Prenzoski finding himself alone in the 
six yard box after another cress from 


Captain, my captain: Chris 
Tanzey will have his eyes firmly 
fixed on Premlership trophy 
now, after securing his side first 
place in the League 
Macor, and he calmly slipped the ball 
Past Akbal to put the Blue Devils into a 

47th minute lead. 

Four minutes later after constant pres- 
sure from the home side Mike Katz hit 
a 25-yard screamer, which was destined 
for the net until Akbal pulled off a dev- 
astatingly adept save, 

Five minutes later Katz again found 
himself in the action as he made a 40- 
yard run, going past four defenders, but 
unfortunately when he tried to lay the 
ball off he could not find either Macor or 
Prenzoski, 

Bonnytigg playmaker Sam Larocca 
tested Giannasca in the 63rd minute with 
a 30-yard shot, but Giannasca was up to 
the challenge, tipping the ball around the 
post. 

‘The game looked like it had tured in 
the 66th minute, and with it the Devils” 


hopes of a minor-Premiership, when — 


Jimmy Aschner found himself with the 
ball at his feet only a couple of yards 
from goal. 

* Giannasca made a brilliant save at 
Aschner’s feet, but the loose’ ball fell 
again to Aschner who was able to steer it 


© Belconnen Blue Devils 


@ Bonnyrigg White Eagles cam! 


past a helpless Giannasca, 

The home town crowd now got 
behind Belconnen, urging them to find a 
final effort and restore their lead. 

They were rewarded in the 75th 
minute when Alex Castro collected the 
ball outside the box, then carried it past 
three defenders and planted a shot past 
Akbal. 

The Blue Devils wrapped the game up 
in the 88th minute when Mike Katz 
swung a cross in from the right. 

Prenzoski rose well, only to see his 
header hit the bar —in the process miss- 
ing his last chance to catch up with Borg 
in the Battle for the Boot — but the ball 
dropped to Macor who buried it in the 
top of the net, scoring what may have 
been the most important goal in the 
Premier League season. 

‘The Blue Devils hoped that their 3-1 
victory over Bonnytigg White Eagles 
would be enough for them to take home 
their first minor Premiership. 

Having gone into the game level with 
St George on points — though two goals 
up in difference — their comprebensive 
win meant St George had to beat third- 
placed Bankstown by four goals to 
knock the Devils off top place, 

“[ was very proud of the lads,” 
Belconnen coach Chris Tanzey said. 

“In a difficult: situation they gaye it 
their everything. Bonnyrigg played some 
200d stuff and made it very hard, but the 
boys hung in, showing both quality and 
character, as they have done all season,” 


good: The 


By Paul Goodwin 


red-hot Saints offence looked 

set to amaze everyone and 

match an eleventh-hour 

League lead from Belconnen, as they 

repeatedly wreaked havoc on a shell- 

shocked Bankstown defensive line in 
the first-half of this thrilling game. 

Both teams boast some of the 

strongest attacking forwards in the 

League, though it was St George who 


came out guns blazing. It was particu 
larly amazing considering that Matt 
Borg and Sean Babic can be a potent 
attacking force at the best of times, it 
was a brave St George that let their 
attacking players set the tone for the 
game from the first moment. 

A knee injury kept Bruno Beddoni 
out of contention but young prospect 
Cristian Cevenini stepped in to partner 
Stuart Young in a front line that set 
abouit attempting to score the four goals 


that the Saints needed if they were to 
overhaul Belconnen at the top in this 
final match of the regular season. 

‘When the visitors had hit a 2-0 lead 
by half-time and looked like getting at 
least double that number of goals in the 
first-half the signs were there that St 
George might indeed reach their pre- 
match target. 


(Continued page 19) 
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Belconnen Blue Devils 
(1 Prenzoski 47,, A Castro 75, D Macor 88) 


Blacktown City Demons ...... 


(L Roodenburg 21’, A Kwasnik 98°, 62’) 
Penrith Panthers 


Sydney Crescent Star 


Bankstown City Lions 


Central Coast United .... 
(D Cooper 37) 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


Blacktown City Demons 
(S Catanzaro 30, L Newton 84’) 
Penrith Panthers 

(T O'Connell 80’) 

Sydney Crescent Star . . 


Bankstown City Lions . - 
(R Tredale 28, J Anevski 59, J Tssa 70’) 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 
(N Tome 337, J Monie 69’) 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
(U Aschner 68) 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
(A Picken 18, D Harding 55°, 77) 
Parramatta Eagles 

(A Kane 52') 


Rockdale City Suns ... . 
(D Allilovic 17, 37) 


(D Culina 30’, S Young 34’) 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 

(N Moulds 22’ pen, R Restucca 49’, N Moulds 71') 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles ........2 
(M Wood 64’, D Drea 87’) 
Canterbury-Marrickville ........0 


Parramatta Eagles 

(A Kabbara 4’, 7, P Davis 48’, 56’) 
Rockdale City Suns 

(J Pearce 72’) 

St George Saints . 

(V Milicevic 16’, L Gikas 57’, D Clifford 75) 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
St George Saints 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 
Penrith Panthers 
Parramatta Eagles 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Central Coast United 
Canterbury Mamickville 


Parramatta Eagles 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Ceniral Coast United 
Canterbury Marrickville 
St George Saints 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney Crescent Star 


BBBBBBBRBRBBBR® 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


‘Sunday 9th May 2004 


Matthew Borg (BCL) 

lija Prenzoski (BBD) 

Bruno Beddoni (SG), Daniel Macor (BBD), Denis Alllovic (RCS) 

Steve Karavatakis (CMO/RCS) 

Jason Connolly (PP), Aaron Burgess (BWE), Luke Roodenburg (BCD) 

Daniel Watkins (SG), Peter Haynes (CCU) 

Nathan Bym (CCU), Roger Galayini (PP), Sean Babie (BCL), Adam Kwasnik (BCD) 
‘Anthony Galliozzi (BBD), Dominic McGill (BCD), Filip Marzec (SCS), Ante Deur (SG), 
Norman Tome (AL), Jimmy Aschner (BWE) 


Tony Ju (RCS), Sam Larocea (CMO/BWE), Ben Deighan (RCS), Tolgay Ozbay (SCS), 


David Arranz (BBD), Mark Milligan (BCD) 
Paul Uriovic (BCD), Ben Delicata (PE), Tony Faria (BCD), George Nohra (BCL), 


Raphael Bove (SG), Zlatko Arambasic (ALT), Tony Allovie (ALT), Nathan Rivera (PE), 


Andy Kane (PE), Allan Picken (CMO),Alex Castro (BBD) 


Congratulations to 
Matthew ‘the boot’ 
Borg (opposite) who 
has secured the 
Golden Boot for the 
NSW Premier League 
2003/04 Season 


PAUL GOODWIN 
‘SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 


BONNYRIGG 


Points = 47 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 


(CRESCENT STAR 
Points = 51 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 


CRESCENT STAR 
Points = 49 
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CRESCENT STAR 


Points = 517 


‘PEANUTS’ 
THE MONKEY 


CRESCENT STAR 
Points = 50 
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Berries’ farewell fight 


& Blacktown City Demons 


anterbury-Marrickyille now 

have a long, cold winter ahead 

of them. Not to mention their 
first summer in decades without 
Premier League football to play. 

Though it almost seemed as if the 
Berries may have managed to dodge rele- 
gation, as they came out firing while the 
Demons, unlike their most recent match- 
es, failed to seize the early initiative and 
soon found themselves a goal down. 

However Blacktown fought back well 
to gain a half-time lead and at the hour 
mark went 3-1 up, 

If Blacktown thought the wooden- 
Spooners would lie down they were sore- 
ly mistaken as Canterbury came storming 
back and, thanks to a’major contribution 
from dual substitutes David Harding and 
Aheleas Kotsopoulos, grabbed two goals 
back with ten minutes to go. 


‘The crowd was treated to some excit- 
ing football with some quality goals. If 
anything the frailties of both defences 
were sadly exposed, but that only added 
to the spectacle and kept the spectators on 
the edge of their seats. 

While Luke Roodenburg had failed to 
Teach across in the 15th minute that 
could have seen his side take the'lead, a 
succession of Canterbury comers indicat- 
ed the visitors meant business. Inthe [8th 
Steve Karavatakis was allowed to make 
progress down the left and unselfishly 
offloaded the ball to Alan Picken on the 
right of the area and the tall striker drove 
a low shot just inside the right-hand post. 

Meanwhile Tony Faria had been given 
far too much room down the left by the 
Berties' defence and was causing havoc. 
Soon enough he got to the by-line and 
sent over a pinpoint cross. Roodenburg 
was able io divert the ball in at the near 
post past a wrong-footed Bob Catlin. 


Canterbury-Marrickville 


a 


It was no real surprise when, after con- 
stant pressure and many runs by Faria that 
tore Canterbury apart on the left, the 
home side hit the front, 3 

Mark Milligan and Faria were both 
involved in the lead-up work that saw 
Kwasnik free’on the right of the area in 
the 38th minute. From about 15-yards out 
he was able to find the net with a power- 
ful shot, 

A scrambling clearance in the 41st 
denied Roodenburg a second goal after 
Josh Maguire crossed a good ball into the 
box and tried to find his striker again only 
fora last ditch defensive lunge to save the 
Berries’ blushes. 

Blacktown continued to hold sway 
after the break and extended their lead in 
the 55th when a superb piece of work by 
Faria and Foxe led to Kwasnik’s second 
for the evening. 

Foxe worked his way along the left by- 
line after surging down the flank and fed 
Faria, whose exquisite twist-and-turn 
along the same line hoodwinked the visit- 
ing defenders. Faria's cross was on a plate 
for Kwasnik who had the simplest of 
headers to make it 3-1, 

But Canterbury then took action. They 
‘brought on experienced pairing of Dave 
Harding and Aheleas Kotsopoulos in 


(From page 17) 


Borg and Babic were tightly held by a 
hard working Simon Verrender and Dean 
Culina and Mirko Jurilj at the back, 

So Young and Cevenini, well support- 
ed by Raphael Bove and Ante Deur were 
given the chance to attack at will and 
inevitably they broke the deadlock in the 
27th minute, 

It had been all St George in the early 
part with Verrender unlucky in the 20th 


minute to have an effort cleared off the 
Tine. 

Then came the opening goal, a fiee- 
kick swung over from the left by-line by 
Ante Deur and converged on by Culina 
who was first to react and got the ball 
over the line off his back, with Young 
also keen to join in the melee. It was 
panic stations at the back for Bankstown 
who could not clear their lines, 

Cevenini looked the most dangerous 
of the St George forwards and was 


Punting f itonthe line: lv Ivan Kova throws 
himself on an Ante Deur strike 


place of Karavatakis'and Paul Bourke and 
immediately they brought about a trans- 
formation. 

Harding exchanged passes with 
Kotsopoulos and the former was able to 
find the net with a curling shot that beat 
John Crawley all ends up. 

There was still half an hour to play and 
Canterbury, so anxious to win, continued 
to throw men forward in search of more 
goals. Thirteen minutes from time Stuart 
Banks, one of the Berries’ best on the 


night, got the ball over from the left and 
found Harding inside the box. The one 
time Blacktown player made a great tum 
and slammed the ball into the netto make 
it3-3, 

It was mighty close at the finish as an 
injured Ben Price, thrown forward to 
steer clear of further trouble, had two 
chances inside the box but could only 
shoot narrowly wide with the Demons’ 
looking very vulnerable. 


Close, but no cigar: despite a vallant effort the Berries could 
not avoid relegation for next season 


unlucky not to score in the 33rd but was 
closed down by a good defender's tackle 
just outside the area. 

Then the second goal came about - 
which at that stage looked like being one 
of many more that might lift the Saints to 
the title at the eleventh hour. A comer 
was despatched from the left by Ivan 
Zelic who had a strong game on the 
flank, especially going forward, the ball 
was not cleared and eventually fell to 
Max Sevares just inside the area. Sevares 
struck the ball firmly and it deflected off 
‘Young to send the keeper the wrong way 
and make it 2-0. 

Young tried to set up Bove moments 
before the break to increase the lead 
again, but the Bove fired into the side- 
netting from very close range and the 
half-time whistle blew imately after 
he had done so, 

The second-half began with Robbie 
Gomez replacing Alex Trpkoski and 
Bankstown began to move forward more 
and stretched the St George defence, 
though the first few chances still came 
from the St George attack. 

Bove in the 46th saw his close range 
shot deflect away off Marc Hoenselaars 
for a comer and in the 54th Cevenini 
headed over from a well-placed cross by 
Young. 

Further shots from Deur and Bove 
were also off target as Bankstown kept 
attempting to hold the Saints and catch 
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Saints spring back to life | 


them on the break. 

It needed some stout work in and 
around the box by Jurilj and Culina to 
deny both Borg and Babic who contin- 
ued to look a threat. 

The Saints just could not penetrate in 
the second-half as they had in the first 
and found themselves a lot busier con- 
taining the three players running at them, 
Borg, Babic and Gomez. 

They did throw on James Kovas late 
inthe game but time by then was against 
them and they had to settle for the 2-0 
win. 

It left them level on points but beaten 
into second place on goal difference by 
Belconnen. 

“If you had told me after the Johnny 
Warren Cup in pre-season that we 
would finish level on points in first place 
I would have been more than happy.” 


Saints coach Manny Spanoudakis said, 

“We over achieved really, as I had set 
a target of the top five, We missed Bruno 
(Beddoni) today. His knee was already a 
problem last week but it got worse dur- 
ing the week and we could not play him. 
He would have made a difference 
today,” 

Spanoudakis did not men‘ion that the 
Teturn of Ricardo Patrizi in goal was also 
a welcome sight for the supporters after 
the Blacktown loss the previous week. 
Als the absence of their suspended 
skipper, Gabriel Mendez and Vince 
Savoca was keenly felt. 

Eankstown also suffered from: some 
losses, with regular keeper Zlatko 
Joseyski left on the bench and injuries 
prevented Anthony Doumanis, Paul 
Wearne and Milan Bosnar from taking 
thei: place in the starting line-up, 
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‘t started out with almost every 
team from Premier League down 
to Division Three and beyond and 

now we are left with just two —Sydney 

Crescent Star and Bonnyrigg White 

Eagles for the right to hoist the 

Continental Tyres Cup. 

As two Of the best supported clubs in 
the Premier League the stands will be 
packed and the atmosphere will be elec- 
tric come four o'clock at Gabbie 
Stadium on Sunday, both sides putting it 
all on the line — with winner take all. 

Crescent Star go into the match as the 
favourites, having qualified for the 
Premier League top five in fifth position. 
Coach Yasin Ozdenak believes the team 
hhas gone from strength to strength after 
winning last seasons Winter Super 
League Premiership and Championship 
double and then becoming the first team 
to be promoted from the Super League 
and make the Premier League top-five in 
their first season. 

A former Turkish intemational goal- 
keeper, Ozdenak has had a very interest- 
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ing football career leading up to this 
point Having rubbed shoulders with the 
legendary Pele as a member of the New 
York Cosmos Ozdenak started his 
coaching career as an assistant coach 
with Galatasaray before coming to 
Australia last season to lead Sydney 
Crescent Star out of the footballing 
wilderness. 

“Tt has been an interesting last couple 
of seasons that is for sure,” Ozdenak 
said, “we have come from literally 
nowhere to having the club stand ready 
for a Cup Final and a top five playoff in 
two years and that is a big achievement, 
not just for me but the committee, the 
Players and the fans.” 

‘The big concern for Ozdenak before a 
all is even kicked, is the clubs long 
injury list that will see two of its key per- 
sonnel miss the game. Orhan Dincer, 
who joined the club midway through the 
season from Turkish club Malatyastor, 
has had his season ended with a shoulder 
problem while midfielder Anthony 
Harsthorn has a chronic ankle condition 
requiring surgery. 

Add to that the loss of Filip Marzec, 


T 
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Conti Youth Challenge Grade 13 Kick-Off 
Grade 14 Kick-Off 
Grade 15 Kick-Off 
Grade 16 Kick-Off 
Grade 18 Kick-Off 


Presentation of Conti Youth Challenge Trophy 


Players Warm-up 

‘Teams enter the Field 
Presentation of teams to dignitaries 
National Anthem and coin toss 
Kick-off: Sy Ces Sar oie Whi Fags 


Half- “Time 


TYRES - ENGINEERED IN GERMANY 


who departed last weekend for Poland, 
and Ozdenak faces a critical week in 
deciding his starting eleven. 

“We rested a number of key players 
last week and we'll see what happens at 
training this week before we make our 
decision. Joe Bruni is back from suspen- 
sion and will come into the team while 
goalkeeper Vaneja Ivesa should be over 
his corked thigh and defender Ugur 
‘Tokdogen should also be available. 

“Bonnyrigg are a tough side and they 
have been waiting for this game for 
weeks having been knocked out of the 
race for the top-five a few weeks back 
‘They are a very attacking side and I can 
see this being a very open, fast and 
attacking game.” 

By contrast, the build-up for 
Bonnyrigg has been somewhat slowed 
by their League engagements, having 
been eliminated from the post season 
some six weeks ago. A club with a 
tremendous reputation for success in the 
League post-season, the White Eagles 
will be looking to add to their trophy 
cabinet which includes the old Waratah 
Cup from back in the old Super League: 


days. A major cog in the engine room 
will be the talented Sam Larocca who 
has injected some much needed creativi- 
ty in the Bonnyrigg midfield since his 
midseason move from Canterbury- 
Marrickville. 

“We have been building up for this 
game for the last few weeks after we 
beat A.PI.A. to qualify for the final,” 
Larocca said, “this is a club that prides 
itself on winning trophies and while our 
League season has been disappointing 
we are keen to do well this weekend and 
bring back some much needed silver- 
ware'to the club.” 

Unlike his cotnterpart Ozdenak, 
Bonnyrigg coach Gordon Brown does 
not have a long injury list to worry 
about, nor does he have next week to 
worry about either. Everything goes on 
the line for the club this weekend and it 
is a point not lost on Larocca or bis team 
mates. 

“For us there isn’t a next weekend, it 
isall about this week and performing our 
very best against Crescent Star. The 
mood in the dressing room has been 
excellent leading up to this, morale is 


metablie 


“We have come from literally 
nowhere, to having the club stand 
ready for a Cup Final”; 
Yasin Ozdenak 
high and Gordon (Brown) has a game 
plan which is going to really test 
Crescent Star. We are confident we can 
do 2 good job and fingers crossed it will 

all come together for us on Sunday.” 

In their two League meetings this sea~ 
son the honours are split evenly with 
Bonnyrigg having beaten Crescent Star 
in round one at Lidcombe Oval 1-0. The 
Tesult reversed in round two at the 
Serbian Centre to the tune of 2-1. 


If scores are equal at Full-Time, the match will enter two 
periods of 15 minutes extra-time with the Golden Goal rule apply- 


ing. 


determined by a penalty shootout. 


If there is no result at the end of extra-time the result will be 


At the conclusion of the match a presentation will be made to 
the winning team. 


Drawing of the trip for two to the 2006 FIFA World Cup in 


Germany will take place after the match. 


Juniors jump into Cup day 


(PAGE 23) 
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Hendo continues to 


impress 
Paul Henderson (below) continues to 
impress the coaching staff at Bolton 
Wanderers playing in the reserve team’s 
match last Wednesday night against 
Manchester United. 


An interested spectator at the game 
was none other than his former 
Sutherland team-mate Eddie Giraldo 
who flew over from his base in Spain to 
watch the game and hang out with his 
mate, Giraldo didn’t stay long in 
England, flying back over the weekend 
to rejoin his team Puerta, Bonita who 
play in the Madrid conference of the 
Spanish Third Division. 

The former Ryde sweeper has made 
the switch into the midfield, with the 
club embroiled in a battle against relega~ 
tion. “The league bere is not as physical 
as it is in Australia, but is very tactical 
and skilful,” Giraldo said, “we play sides 
like Real Madrid's C. team which is 
stacked full of their young up-and-com- 
1s s0 it is a very good standard of foot- 
ball.” 

Another Aussie plying his trade in 
Spain is former St George and 
Canterbury-Marrickville goalkeeper Joe 
Bello-Amigo. Bello-Amigo is also cur- 
rently playing in the Spanish Third 
Division with Racing Club de Ferral but 
in a difference conference to Puerta 
Bonita. They are currently in the top 
three and look the favourites to be pro- 
moted back to the Second Division, 
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Cyprus beckons for 
Constant! 

Another former NSW State Leaguer 
playing football in Europe is ex 
Stanmore Hawks midfielder Alex 
Constanti, who is now based in Cyprus. 
Having recovered from a serious knee 
injury sustained last season, Costanti has 
signed a one-year deal with Othelos, a 
third division club and enjoying the 
‘opportunity to play full-time. 

“T’ve been through a lot since I came 
to Cyprus from Sydney but it is really 
starting to pay off,’ Constanti said, “I 
had an operation to clean an infection on 
my knee and have bounced back to sign 
with Othelos. The soccer here is excel- 
lent, the people live, breathe and eat soc- 
cer. We train four times a week and two 
of those days are double sessions. 1 was 
recently approached by a second divi- 
sion club which is flattering but I don’t 
think I'm going to accept the offer as 
Othelos have been very good to me.” 

Alex has kindly offered to assist any 
players interested in pursuing a possible 
playing opportunity in Cyprus. If you'd 
like any further information you can 
drop FTS an email — gregstock@optus- 
net.com.au and we would be happy to 
pass on his details, 


Tallan’s Olyroo 


Adventure 

Congratulations to Dulwich Hill strik- 
cr Tallan Martin (rigbt) on his inclusion 
in the Olyroos team camp in Canberra 
this week. In good form for his winter 
‘Super League club coach Jimmy Patikas 
is confident he can doa job if coach 
Frank Farina does elect to include him in 
the final squad. 

“He's strong. fast and lethal around 
the box,” Patikas said, himself a former 
Youth International, “I know Frank 
(Farina) is looking for some answers up 
front and I am confident Tallan can 
deliver.” 

While Martin may miss a few games 
for Patikas, Dulwich Hill fans will be 
happy to know the cavalry is on its way 
in the next week, A number of higher- 
profile Premier League players are 
expected to join the club to help bolster 
an injury riddled squad. Among the 


rumours — Steve Karavatakis, George 
Souris, Ben Delicata, Daniel Borg and 
Jimmy Nikas are being mentioned. 


Woodhouse MSC 

Liverpool bound 
Former Canterbury and Bonayrigg 
boss Greg Woodhouse has signed on as 
Paul Carter's full-time assistant coach at 
Super League club M.S.C. Liverpool. It 
is great to see Woody back on the bench, 


_ but not as a player as FTS alluded to a 


few weeks ago. At least this way he can 
enjoy a can of coke and a sausage-on-a- 
roll without upsetting anybody. 


Adam Kwasnik was lucky to sur- 
vive unscathed an over-eager 
Luke Roodenberg embrace 


Moss facing the 
> 


Ever heard of coach sacking himself? 
‘Well Manly boss Phil Moss may be the 
first such coach to do just that and it’s 
not for his ability to lead'a team. It has 
more to do with him being the ‘kiss of 
death’ for his side every time he pencils- 
his name on the team-sheet, 

In the three games Mossy has played 
this year for the club, all three have been 
losses. The last of which was a 30- 
minute cameo on the weekend off the 
bench against Macarthur Rams. 

“His form has been a concem,” Manly 
assistant coach Mark Gale said, “and it 
will be an interesting selection meeting 
this week to decide the side for the game 
against Dulwich Hill.” 
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Adam Kwasnik, John Kyrazopoulos and Bob Catlin performed a live 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE TEAM OF 
THE WEEK 


GOALKEEPER: 


Matthew Trott 
(Central Const) — 
Kept his side in the hunt under pressure 
with a variety of acrobatic and finger-tip 
saves against A.PLA. 


DEFENDERS: 


Lee Pietrukowski 
(Belconnen Blue Devils) - 
Did the hard defensive work well, keep- 
ing the White Eagles chances down to 
amabsolute minumum, 


‘Simon Verrender 
(St George) — 
A lion hearted performance from the tall 
stopper who was almost unbeatable in 
the air 


Mirko Jurilj 
(St George) - Worked hard at sweeper, 
coming forward when the opportunity 
presented itself to inject some potency 
into the Saints midfield 


Mark Reveley 
(Parramatta Eagles) — 

The old warrior did a sterling job for his 
side-to deny the Panthers during a fren- 
ied first-half when they were most at 
risk of conceding a goal 


MIDFIELDERS: 


Stuart Banks 
(Canterbury-Marrickville) ~ Excellent 
in defence and attack for his team down 
the left hand side of midfield shame the 

side finished wooden spooners, 


Alex Castro 
(Belconnen Blue Devils) - Used his 
guile and experience to set up countless 
chances for his side which convincingly 
took apart an underdone Bonnyrigg 


Kosta Mirie 
(Rockdale City Suns) - Handed a start- 
ing spot in the absence of Harry James 
and coped with the rise in class excep- 
tionally well. He is certainly one player 
fo keep an eye out for next season 


Daniel McCann 
(Penrith Panthers) = 
The best player for the Panthers by a 
county mile. It was a shame his efforts 
could not inspire his team to a victory in 
the final game of their season. 


STRIKERS: . 
‘Jimmy Aschner 
(Bonnyrigg White Eagles) - 
‘Looked in great touch but had his 
‘opportunites limited with his teams 
midfield under constant pressure, 


Andy Kane 
(Parramatta Eagles) — 

‘Scored the winner for his side and was a 
constant menace to the Panthers back 
four who struggled to cope with his pace 
and skill. 


COACH: 


Chris Tanzey 
(Belconnen Blue Devils) — Helped his 
side snatch the Premiership trophy from 
the Saints in the final two weeks of the 
competition, Congratulations Cluis aud 
the Blue Devils team on an outstanding 
season. 


For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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fier a weekend of upsets the Winter Super 
e competition has a new leader with 
Mavres and his Hawks having taken 
top billing away from Hajduk Wanderers United. 

Stanmore did not have it all their own way in their 
clash with the hardworking Northem Tigers at 
Arlington Oval, scoring first but struggling to put away 
the plucky Tigers until deep into injury time. Omar 
Obied set up the first goal in the 12th minute when he 
laid on an excellent cross for David James to put away 
at the back post with a shot on the angle. 

But with Steve Angelov performing some heroics in 
the Tigers goalmouth, the score remained unchanged 
until Pablo Cardoso ran at some tired defendets in the 
last few minutes of the match to set up the Hawks sec- 
ond. Cardoso beat three feeble tackles to lob a pass to 
John Fotiadis who deftly dropped the ball to his right 

|) book and beat Anegloy with the drive. 

_ Manly-Warringah’s inconsistent home form contin- 
‘ued with a disappointing loss to Macarthur Rams at 
Cromer Park. Despite having the lion’s share of posses- 
sion and opportunities the Dolphins could only manage 
‘one goal against a well structured and well organised 
Rams defence. Macarthur got off to a great start when. 
Adam Wither netted after 14 minutes and did not add to 
their tally until the 80th when Male Vukosa pushed for- 
ward on the break and scored a brilliant individual goal 
from just outside the area, 

In between times the visitors got men behind the ball 
in great numbers frustrating the Manly forwards who 
found goalkeeper Philip Zabaks in scintillating form, 
The young custodian almost single-handedly defied his 
higher-profile opponents, tipping shots over the bar 
twice and acrobatically saving a line drive from mid- 
fielder Michael Williams. Even the introduction of play- 
er and coach Phil Moss in the last half-hour couldn’t 
save them with their lone goal coming from: Robbie 


Davidson eight minutes from time. 

Dulwich Hill finally tumed the comer after four 
straight losses to knock over Hajduk Wanderers United 
at Hajduk Stadium on Sunday afternoon. Jimmy Patikas 
handed a starting debut to former Sydney Olympic 
striker Jimmy Bakis and the move paid dividends with 
Babis showing his experience and class to great effect. 
All the goal scoring action was confined to the second- 
half, the first goal scored when Matthew Ferreira put 
away a cross from Michael De Sousa with a deft head- 
er in the 56th minute. 

‘The equaliser came from Navid Varéss in the 80th 
minute when he made a solo run on the right flank and 
beat an advancing Michael Xuereb with the shot. 
Dulwich Hill striker Tallan Martin celebrated his call up 
to the Olyroos training camp when he raced forward and 
hita beautiful drive from just outside the box to clinch 
the points deep into injury time. 

Fraser Park slipped down a spot from fourth to fifth, 
held to a draw by an impressive Hurstville ZSC outfit at 
Hurstville Oval. The home side dominated for much of 
the match, but they didn’t translate that into goals until 
the 58th minute when Anthony Jusic finished a great 
move started back into their own half: 

Joe ‘Vrkic laid on an excellent pass for Michael 
Cunico to push forward and link up with Jusic who 
found striker Eddie Adam on the edge of the box. 
Holding the ball up against two defenders, Adam 
proved elusive enough to lay off a pass for Jusic to run 
‘onto and beat Jason Holmes with his drive. The pressure 
on the Jets continuing well into the second-half as 
Hurstville showed their fans any number of ways to 
bomb chances. 

Marko Filipovic and Adam both missed golden 
‘opportunities with all but Holmes to beat. Fraser Park 
pushed men forward in the final fifteen minutes to lay 
siege to Hurstville, with the opening finally coming 
wih literally the last kick of the game. 

New signing Emmanuel Papageorgiou put away a 


scrappy goal that keeps the Jets inside the top five by a 
mere point. 

Sydney University scored another narrow win over 
MSC Liverpool condemning Paul Carter’s men to the 
bottom of the competition ladder. The only goal of the 
‘match came just before half-time when Patty Darvill 
was left unmarked on the edge of the penaity box and let 
rip with a tremendous drive that beat goalkeeper Steve 
‘Minovski on the angle. 

Both sides had their moments with the normally reli- 
able Rob Smithies missing two one-on-one chances and 
his counterpart Eric Williams doing likewise in the first- 
half. The best chance of the match fell to MSC mid- 
fielder Dominci Rossi who hit the base of the upright 
with a crecking drive in 70th minute but the rebound 
tailed away harmlessly to a University defender. 

“These tight results are killing me,” Carter said, who 
was without eight of his regular starters, “we battle 
away and do well for the majority of the game but seem 
to concede critical goals in injury time which just hurt 
us badly.” 

Ryde City took the trip to Rockdale to meet the 
Minotaur: taking a valuable home from the meeting 
which has seen thei move to twelfth. Running with the 
wind in the first-half the Gunners came close in the first 
five minutes when Ollie Skelding hit the underside of 
the crossbar with a shot but Minotaurs goalkeeper 
George Bouropoulos was able to get to the rebound 
without any further damage. 

Late in the first-half Glen Willis hit a drive from an 
acute angle on the right that ricochet into the crossbar 
and deflected to defender Sam Panagakis who cleared 
for the home side. 

In the second-half the Minotaurs, with the wind at 
their backs, pushed forward but were kept at bay by 
from stout defending from Simon Turner, Daniel Nero 
and and the backs- Dimitri Zakilas did have a chance to 
steal the points when he stepped up to take a penalty 
after Turner was deemed to have handled the ball in the 


area, but his shot rather embarrassingly missed every- 
thing, 

Skelding was given his marching orders late in the 
match fora second yellow card but the Gunners held on, 
snapping the Minotaurs three game winning streak. 

In the other game, the Sutherland Sharks lost their 
third game in five starts, defeated 2-0 by Fairfield Bulls 
at Seymour Shaw Park on Saturday night. 


WINTER SUPER LEAQUE - ROUND 10: 

FIRST GRADE: Sutherland Shire Sharks 0 
Fairfield Buls 2 (L Berbis 60m L Gunn 5m), Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1 (R Davidson 82m) Macarthur 
Rams 2 (A Wither 14m N Vukosa 80m), Hajduk 
Wanderers United 1 (N Varess 80m) Dubwich Hill 2 (M 
Ferreira 58m T Marin 87m), Stanmore Hawks 2 (D 
James 12m J Fotiadls 3m) Northam Tigers 0, MSC. 
Liverpool 0 Sydney University 1 (P Darvil 44m), 
Hurst City Minotaurs 0 Fiyde City 0, Hurstvile ZSC 
4 (A dusic 58m) Fraser Park Dragons 1 (E 
Papageorgiou $8m). 

GRADE 20: Sutheriand Shire Sharks 0 Fairfield 
Bulls, Manly Warringah Dolphins 3 Macarthur Rams 
0, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 Dulwich Hil 0, 


‘Stanmore Hawks 0 Northern Tigers 2, MSC Liverpool. 


1 Sydney University 3, Hursivile City. Minotaurs 3 
Ryde City, Hursivile ZSC 1 Fraser Park Dragons 5. 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE - RD 11: 

FIRST GRADE: ‘The Wanderers 0 Nepean 
‘Associatior 0, White Cty 0 Camden Tigers 2 (E 
Briscoe 50m P Brady 80m), Belmora Hercules 1 (J 
Molissourgos 38m) Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 (P 
Somogy/ 55m), Fairfield City Lions 2 (A Cetinay 15m 
B Sevinc 63m) Schofiekis Scomplons 2 {A Ucchino 
48m S Coven 71m), Liverpool Bossy 4 (A Adamo 
12m $ Metayaio 15/89m N Bosevski 79m) Wester 
Faage 3 (G Wakim 18/40m penalty K Holbrook 78m), 
‘Mt Pritchard 0 Wollongong United 2 (A Jomas $m Z 
‘Adiosk! 24m), Bathurst 75 1. (R Gulbot 21m) His 
United 2. Ward 44m M McCrory 73m). 

(GRADE 20: The Wanderers 1/Nepean Associaton 
2, White Cly 1 Camden Tigers, Belmore Hercules O 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers, Faltield Cty Lions 1 
Schoflelés Scorpions 2, Liverpool Bossy 0 Wester, 
Rage 5, Mt Pritchard 10 Wollongong Urited 0, 
Bathurst 752 Hils United 1. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO - RD 7: 
TIRST GRADE: Blacitown Disticts ¢ (L Gronata 
7m J Palumbo 44m D larnuzei 67rx) Prospect United 
2 (C Rasmus 23m R Rao 43m), Hawkesbury City 2(E 
Gooige 16m M Sluter 70m) Springwood SC 2 (J 
3 25,85m), Aubum Stars 3 (C Giometti 37m 8. 
Jordan 58m G Aslan 84m) Greerisland SC 1 (T Beha 
‘86m), Greystanes SC 1 (M Spinks 45m) UNSW 0, 
Hakoah 1 (S Plathov 70m) Inter Lons 7 (J Lagana x 7 


‘AVizzati x2 L Wright x 1 F Zarrella x2 A DOnoftio x 
*), 

‘GRADE 21: Blacktown Disticts 3 Prospect United 
38, Hawkesbury City 1 Springwood SC 1, Aubum Stars 
1 Greenisiand SC 6, Greystanes SC 1 UNSW 1, 
Hakoah 0 Inter Lions 0. 

GRADE 19: Blacktown Distcis 2 Prospect United 
2. Hawkesbury City 4 Springwood SC 0, Aubum Stars 
0 Greenisiand SC 7, Greystanes SC 1 UNSW 4, 
‘Hakoah 3 inter Lons 2, 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE - RD 7: 

FIRST GRADE: Trasarcinos 0 Kellyte Kats 1, 
Balmain SC 4 Sporting SCC 0, Gazy Lansvale Cola 
Colo Postponed, Eartwood Wanderers 0 Giadesvile 
United 5, Lthgow Workmen 1 Sydney Cedars SC 4, 
Roosters FC 0 East Coast Magic 2. 

RESERVE GRADE: Trasandinos 4 Kellyila Kats 
4, Balmain 86 12 Sporting SOC 0, Gazy Lansvale 
Colo Golo Postponed, Earlwood Wanderers. 1 
Gladesvile United 1, Litngow Workmen 0 Sydney 
Cedars SC 4, Roosters FC 1 East Coast Magic 4. 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 11: 

GRADE 13: Bariksown Oty Cubs 2 Macarthur 
Rams 0, Newcastie United 0 Halduk Wanderers 
United 0, Marconi Stalions 1 APIA Leichhardt Tigers 
3, Sydney United 4 Suthertand Shire Sharks 0, 
Parramatta Eadles 0 Gadesville Spirt SC 0, Sydney 
‘Olympic 1 Blacktown City Demons 0, Central Coast 
FC 0 Wollongong Wolves 2. 

GRADE 14: Benksown City Cubs 1 Macarthur 
Rams 0, Newcastle United 2 Hajduk Wanderers 
United 1, Marconi Stalions 3 APIA Leichharct Tigers 
4, Sydney United 2 Sutherland Shire Sharks 1, 
Parramatta Eagles 0 Gadesville Spit SC 0, Sydney 
Olympic 0 Blacktown City Demons 2, Cental Coast 
FC 0 Wollongong Wolves 3, 

GRADE 15: Banksiown City Cubs 0 Macarthur 
Rams 3, Newcastle United 2 Hajduk Wanderers 
United 1, Marconi Stalions 1 APIA Leiohharct Tigers 
4, Sydney United + Sutherland Shire Sharks 0, 
Parramatta Eagles 3 Gladesville Spirit SC 0, Sydney 
‘Olympic 8 Blacktown City Demons 2, Central Coast 


United 0, Marconi Stllons 1 APIA Leichharct Tigers 


4, Sydney United 3 Sutherland Shire Starks 0, 
Pesramata Eagles 0 Gladesvile Spirit SC 0, Sydney 
Olympic 0 Blacktown City Demons 0, Centr Coast 
FC 1 Wolongong Wolves 1, 

GRADE 18: Bankstown City Cubs 1 Macarthur 
Rams 3. Newcastle Urited 0 Hajduk Werxerers 
United 2, Marconi Stalions 2 APIA Leichharct Tigers 
4, Sydney United 3 Sutherland Shite Sharks 2, 
Parramatta Eagles 0 Gladesvile Spirit SC 1, Sydney 
‘Olympic 2 Blacktown City Demons 0, Central Coast 
FC 1 Wollongong Wolves 2. 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
‘SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 7: 

FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 5 (H Kerrigan 
412m L. Khamis 34/73/87m T Rockall 51m) UNSW 0, 
North West Sydney Koalas 2 (H Lavis 5m T Gikas 
39m) Bathurst City Panthers 1 (L MeCiyrront 79%), 
‘Sutherland Association 3 (L Wood 42m NM Miles 
'85/86m) Nepean Association 0, Wollongong Wolves 0 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 (C ONeil 95m), Marconi 
2 (L Warrener Sm R ONeill 83m) NSW Acadamy 1 (¥ 
Uzunlar 40m), 

GRADE 21: Macarthur Rams 0 UNSW 1, Nor 
West Sydney Koalas 1 Bathurst Gy Panthers 0, 
Sutherland Association 5 Nepean Association 1, 
‘Wolongong Wolves 2 Manly Warringah Dolphins 1, 
Marconi 1 NSW Academy 4 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
‘STATE LEAGUE: ROUND 7: 
FIRST GRADE: Blacktown Disricts 2 (N 
‘Aeexander 31m M Kast 47m) Grarwvile Rage 1 (L 
663m), Roselands Rapiors 0 Southem Branch 8 
(K French &/11/61m S Smith 12/28m F Boyd 19m T. 
Pyers 26m M Radocay 75m), Sydney University 2 (C 
Debenham 2m P Kelly 21m) Gladesiille Ravens 0, St 
George Associaton 2 (A Koneurat 349m) Central 
Coast FC 3 (N Mackie 29162m J Ling 66m). 
GRADE 21: Blackown Districts 3 Granvile Rage 
4, Rosolands Raptors 4 Southern Branch 0, Sydney 
University 1 Gladesvile Ravens 2, St George 
ation 0 Central Coast FC 0. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND $: 
GRADE 13: Fairfield Buls 2 Hils United 2, 
White Eagles 3 Schofiekds Scorpions 0, 
Fraser Park - Canterbury 1 Granvile Rage 1, St 


1 Southem Branch 0, Penrith Nepean United 
1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, Parramatta Star 5 
‘Norther Tigers 0. 

GRADE 14: Fairfield Bulls 1 Hills Urited 0, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 5 Schofelds Soorrions 0, 
Fraser Perk - Canterbury 1 Granvile Rage 0, St 
‘George 3 Souther Branch 0, Penrith Nepean United 
iia Wares Dt, 2 arama Sen 
Northom 

(GRADE TE: Foifld Buls 0 Hits Und 3, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Schofelds Scorpions 0, 
Fraser Park - Canterbury 2 Granvile Rage 1, St 
George 2 Southem Branch 1, Penh Nepean Untied 
(0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 1, Parramatta Stat 1 
Northem Tigers 8. 

GRADE 16: Fairfield Bulls 5 Hils United 0, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 Schofields Scorpions 7, 
Fraser Park-- Canterbury 1 Granvile Rage 1, St 
George 6 Southern Branch 0, Penfth Nepean United 
‘Manly Werte Delphine Paremata, Siar 


: Falfild Bulls 1 Hils Urited 2, 

Bonnyrigg fagles 4 Schoflelds Scorpions 1, 
Fraser Perk'- Canterbury 2 Grenvile Rage 2, St 
George 0 Souther Branch 0, Pendth Nepoan Unied 
(0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, Paramatta Stat 1 
‘Northam Tigers 3. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE - RD 9: 
GRADE 18: Bathurst 75 Westem 2 Ryde City 0, 
Dulwich Hill3 Stanmore Hawks 0, Sydney Uni Eastern 
{Uons 2 Belmore Hercules 1, Hursvile City Minotaurs 


-0 Camden Tigers 0, Rockdale City Suns 0 Mt Druitt 


‘Town Rangers 0. 

GRADE 14; Bathurst 75 Wester 3 Ryde City 0, 
‘Dulwich Hill 4 Stanmore Hawks 1, Sydney Uni Easter 
Uns 0 Belmore Hercules 2, Hurstile Cy Minoiaurs 
vs Camden Tigers Postponed, Rockdale City Suns 0 
‘MtDruit Town Flangers 0. 

GRADE 15: Bathurst 75 Westem 1 Ryde City 2, 
Duiwich Hill2 Stanmore Hawks 2, Sydney Uni Eastern 
LGons 5 Belmore Heroules 0, Hursvile Cy Migotaurs 
vs Camden Tigers Postponed, Rockdale Cty Suns 3 
MtDnult Town Rangers 2, 

‘GRADE 16: Bathurst 75 Western 2 Rye City 0, 
Duiwich Hil 6 Stanmore Hawks 0, Sydney Uni Easter 
LUons 1 Belmore Hercules 3, Hurstvile Cy Minotaurs 
‘vs Gamden Tigers Postponed, Rockdale Cy Suns 2 


‘Mt Drutt Town Rangers 2. 
GRADE 18: Bathurst 75 Wester 2 Ryde City 2, 


Dulwich Hil 1 Stanmore Hawks 4, Sydney Uni Eastem 


LUons 2 Betmore Hercules 1, Hurstvile City Minotaurs 
‘vs Camden Tigers Postponed, Rockdale City Suns 0 
Mt Dru Town angers 0 


‘S.S.1, GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 8: 


Associaton 4, Macarthur Rams 0. Sutherland 
‘Assosiation 2, Wollongong Wolves 2 Marcon! 2, 
Central Coast’ FC 0 Norhem Tigers 1, St George 
‘Associaton 1 UNSW0, 

GRADE 14: Blacktown Districts 0. Sbuthern 
Branch 1, Noth West Sydney Koalas 2 Nepean 
Association 2, Macarthur Rams 2 Sutherland 
Associatin 1, Wollongong Wolves 1 Marconi 1, 
Central Coast FG 2 Northem Tigers 1, St George 
‘Assecition 8 UNSW 1. 

GRADE 16: Blacktown Districts 2 Southern 
Branch 3, Noth West Sydney Koalas 5 Nepean 
Association 4, Macarthur Rams 3 Sutherland 
‘Associaton 2, Wollongong Wolves 2 Marconi 3, 
‘Geniral Coast FO 1 Nonthem Tigers 0, St George 
Associaton 7 UNSW 0. 


sttack UNDER 11 METROPOLITAN 
LEAGUE - ROUND 

GRADE 111 Bacon Assorain 9 havora 
‘Association 1, Canterbury Association 1 Granvile 
‘Association 2, Gertral Coast Association 1 Nepean 
‘Association 2, Ku-ring-gai Associaton 1 Manly 
Warringah Association 1, Eastern Suburbs 
Ascison 2) Gluten Hom! esoton 2 

Bankstown Association 0 Macarthur Association 3, 
Sauom Bana! Georg Acaraten Southem 
Districts 5 Sutheriand Association 0, 

GRADE 12: Blacktown Association 4 Wawarra 
‘Association 0, Canterbury Association 1 Granvile 
‘Associaton 1, Central Coast Assodaton 0 Nepean 
‘Association 0, Ku-ring-gai Associaton 1 Manly 
Warringah Association 1, Eastern Suburbs 
‘Association 1 Gladeovile Hornsby Aooodiation 2, 
Bankstown Association 2 Macarthur Association 0, 
Southem Branch 3 St George Association 1, Southem 
Dsricts 0 Suthertand Association 0. 


| For the latest tables and results go to www-soccernsw.com.au/comps 
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With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 


Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8614 4438 
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TYRES - ENGINEERED IN GERMANY 


Juniors jump 
into o Cup day 


‘The mini matches will run for 10 min- 
utes with modified scoring rules to make 


bea big day for young 
and old. 

While the senior players 
of Sydney Crescent Star and 
Bonnyrigg Whites Eagles batle 
for the major prize, the junior and 
youth team of both clubs will con- 
test the Continental Tyres Youth 
Challenge. 

The Grade 13, 14, 15, 16 
& 18 teams of each club 
will play a "lightning pre- 
miership" at Gabbie 


Stadium on cup final A, 
day, 


sure there’s a winner. 
‘There’s a great reward 
to each winning team 
a full playing strip 
courtesy of the Soccer 
Wearhouse, the retail store 
of Soccer NSW. 


Five players selected by lucky 
draw will then go into a penalty 

shoot-out at half time of the main 
game, 


Again the modified shoot- 

out rules will ensure plenty 

of entertainment. 

The winner of the shoot- 

‘out will receive a $500 
voucher from the 


Strachan learns the Aussie way 


By Costa Niente 


anchester United, Leeds 
United and Scotland legend 
Gordon Strachan was a sur- 
prise visitor to Valentine Sports Park 
— and he came to learn, not teach. 
“Australians are great at team sports, 
whether its rugby, cricket or football 
and I wanted to see for myself where it 
all starts," said Strachan, currently tak- 
ing a breek from full-time involvement 
in professional football. 


Strachan stunned English’ football 


when he walked away from the manag- 
er’s job al Southampton earlier this sea- 
son, citing a promise to spend more 
time with his family. 

True to his word, Strachan and his 
wife has travelled across Australia, 
from Queensland islands to Melbourne. 

The diminutive Scot was a keen 
observer of the NSW Institute of Sport 
soccer squad, Which was training under 
Head Coach Kelly Cross at Valentine 
Sports Park. Strachan was mightily 
impressed by what he saw. 

"The level of skill was very impres- 
sive and I’m sure at least two of the 
young players I saw will go all the 
way," said Strachan. 


"OF course, that’s the easy part 
because we know very good players 
will emerge from this elite squad. 
Picking exactly which two will make it 
is harder. That's. what baffles coaches 
time and again.” ~ 

While in Melbourne, Strachan visit- 
ed AFL clubs to learn about match 
Preparation and recovery sessions, and 
‘spent time with Rugby League trainers 


in Sydney. Strachan was reluctant to 
discuss in detail his future in football, 
wary of being linked to the many man- 
agetial posts up for grabs in British 
football this time of year. 

"T can’t say where or when I’ll be 
back in management or coaching, but I 
certainly want to work in football 
again," said Strachan. 


Soccer NSW director David Goodman with Gordon Strachan 


Soccer Wearhouse. 


Arrive ali¥é nsw womens 


SLIPRPEE HH S> 


Aimee Brown 


Nepean Association at Cook Park in round 
seven of the Arrive Alive NSW Womens 
Super League. It was cold and windy, but both teams 
played well despite the adverse weather conditions, 

‘The scores were locked at nil-all until almost half- 
time, when Sutherland’s Leanne Wood brought the 
ball up, weaving through the Nepean defence, and 
tucked it neatly along the ground into the right side 
of goal 

Nepean managed to hold Sutherland off from 
scoring any more goals until the 85th-minute when 
Mel Miles ran the ball down into a crowded 18-yard 
box and kicked it into the left side of the goal. Four 
minutes after this Miles scored again after a confu- 
sion in the box. Leanne Wood brought the ball down 
into the penalty area and had a shot, but was denied 
by a great save from Nepean substitute keeper Sam 
‘May. The ball bounced back into play and Miles was 
standing ready, and slotted it into the right-hand side 
of the goal, to secure the 3-points. 

Sutherland's coach Chris Bradley said that he felt 
Sutherland didn’t play at their best, but played well 
in patches. "The bits they did put together were very 
nice. All the goals were well worked." He is happy 
with the result and thought the win was deserved. 

Erris Shiels, Chairperson for the Nepean 
‘Womens’ Soccer League, said that Nepean played a 
commendable game despite the pressures of not 
having a coach. Their coach resigned a few weeks 
ago and they are still looking for a new one. 

“They played a really good game and I thought 


S== Association travelled west to face 


LEA GL 


the score didn’t reflect the game. The team is 
rebuilding itself after the resignation of their coach 
and I think they are doing very well considering.” 

The Macarthur Rams had a big 5-0 win over 
UNSW this weekend at Lynwood Park. 

The Rams first goal came in the 12th minute 
when Khamis shook off her marker and got inside 
the box to shoot from an acute angle. Her attempt 
deflected off a UNSW defender, but Hailey Kerrigan 
‘was on hand to clean up the crumbs and open the 
scoring. 

Khamis had numerous attempts throughout the 
first-half, but was denied by some excellent saves 
from UNSW’s keeper, Ruth Jago. Although Kham’s 
did score her first goal in the 34th minute following 
a strong Rams counter-attack following a UNSW 
comer. 

The tuning point of the match occurred in the 
50th minute when Taryn Rockall took Ruth Jago on, 
and drew the UNSW keeper to commit to a save, 
before dragging the ball back onto her right foot to 
shoot into what appeared to be an empty net. But 
UNSW midfielder Tina Raftopoulos deliberately 
hand-balled her attempt, denying Rockall a certain 
‘goal and earnt a red-card for her effort. Rockall duly 
converted the resulting penalty to put the result 
beyond reach. 

Khamis added another two goals to her tally lare 
in the match to notch up a memorable hat-trick. 

The competition leaders, the North West Sydney 
Koalas, defeated the Bathurst City Panthers 2-1 at 
Morrison Bay Number 5. The Koalas came out 
strong, and Heidi Lavis opened the scoring in the 
opening five minutes of the game. The Koalas dom- 


HOUSE 


ff 


inated in the first half despite rain and windy condi- 
tions, and came to half time with a 2-0 lead courtesy 
of a Torti Gikas goal in the 39th minute. In the sec~ 
ond half Bathurst picked up and gained more ball 
possession, putting the pressure on the Koalas. The 
Panthers gave the undefeated League leaders a little 
scare in the 79th minute, when Lisa McClymont 
brought the deficit back to one goal, but the Koalas 
held on for their seventh win of the season. 

‘The Manly Warringah Dolphins travelled down to 
the BHP Stadium in Wollongong to defeat the 
Wollongong Wolves 1-0. The Dolphins played a 
strong first-half, frequently bringing the ball into 
their scoring third and putting the pressure on 
‘Wollongong’s defence. 

In the 35th minute of play the Dolphins’ Claire 
O'Neill scored a header to take the lead. The 
Dolphins managed to hold on to the advantage until 
the final whistle despite some renewed pressure 
from the Wolves in the second-half to register their 
first win of the season. 

Out at Marconi Stadium, the Marconi Stallions 
had a valuable 2-1 win over rivals the NSW 
Academy. 

Marconi’s Lisa Warrener scored early in the ninth 
minute, after an Alicia Cavanagh shot ricocheted off 
the cross-bar, The Academy’s Servet Uzunlar 
equalised in the 30th minute when she intercepted a 
back-pass from Lisa Warrener and rounded the 
Marconi keeper, 

‘The score remained even until the final minutes 
of the game, when Rebecca O'Neill scored the win- 
ning goal for Marconi to seal the victory and cement 
second position on the table, 


Arrive ali¥é sw wowens 
So TAS & 
LEAGUE 


By Aimee Brown 


lacktown Districts utilised their home 

advantage in round seven of the Arrive 

alive NSW Womens State Legaue at 
Francis Park to defeat Granville Rage 2-1. 

Blacktown scored two goals late in the first- 
half, bringing the score to 2-0 at half-time. The 
63rd minute saw Lisa Bailey put one away for 
Granville with a really neat finish. 

‘Sydney Uni maintained their lead at the top of 
the table with a 2-0-win over the Gladesville 
Rayens. Uni’s Carly Debenham scored the first 
goal in the second minute of play from just out- 
side the 18-yard box. The student’s second goal 
was scored in the 21st minute with a nice finish 
by Paula Kelly. 

Southern Branch travelled up to Bennett Park 
and secured a huge 8-0 victory over the 
Rosclands Raptors. 

Southern Branch played a tight game and 
striker Katie French excelled, scoring three of the 
ight goals and setting up many more. 

Central Coast United’ played St George 
Association at St George Stadium and walked 
away with a well earned 3-2 victory. 

Central Coast’s Nicole Mackie scored midway 
through the first-half, which was countered by St 
George’s Angelina Koncurat with a goal of her 
own, Mackie added a second to her personal tally 
in the 62nd and Jacinta Ling chimed in with a 
66th minute goal, which extended the Coast’s 
lead. 

St George did battle and created some more 
chances, but only managed to get one more goal 
in the 89th minute courtesy of Koncurat which 
didn’t effect the overall result. 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 


Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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fan Fra Ace Do. It 


GOAL! RETE! TOR! TKOA! DOE 
TOs! GOL! ZGODITAK! 


From 13 June to 5 July, FOX SPORTS is the only place to see all 31 games 
of UEFA EURO 2004™ Live and Exclusive. If you currently do not subscribe, 
call FOXTEL now to book your connection. ff youre one of our existing customers 
youll see all the games live on FOX SPORTS. Take your soover seriously? 


CALL 1300 360 646 NOW 


